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Hondo Ohnaka back in action! 











AVAILABLE IN OCTOBER 2013 


Under service to Emperor Palpatine, the astromech droid 
known as R2-Q5 played an integral role in thwarting the 
plans of the Rebel Alliance on numerous occasions. Now 
you, too, can add this R2 unit to the ranks of your Galac- 
tic Empire ARTFX+ statue collection! Standing nearly 4 
inches tall in 1/10 scale, R2-05 can be displayed either 
upright or inclined on the included magnetic base. 

As an added bonus each statue comes with a collectable 
coin commemorating this limited production release 
debuting during New York Comic Con 2013. 
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Ws) “Somebody has to save our skins!” 


—Princess Leia, Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope 


rincess Lela, She's an leon of the Star Wars saga, 

beautiful and elegant, funny and sarcastic. She's 

4 heroine for cur tienes—in need ef rescue on 

occasion, but by no means helploss. Just ask Jabba. 
Oh no, you can't... 

This igsue we're paying tribule to lhe “lire lady of Star Wars” 
with our cover story, which mot only details her pivotal role in 
ihe saga, but also how she has inspired the creation of other 
characters such a6 Padme, Ahgoka, the Duchess Saline—and 
even those beyond the world of Star Wars. 

Neem like every year ia4 Ofer Wars anniversary and—as 
well ag tha 30-year milestone elebrated by Relea of fhe edi 
this year also marks an astonishing 10 years since Star Wars: 
Knights of the Old Republic made iia debut and changed 
videogames forever. Consequently we're taking a look back 
at the fascinating story behind the making of the game, which, 
Ublike mast decade-ald games, lives an 43 an iPad app. Strangely 
it doesn't seem to have aged a day! 

And that's mot all! 4 long time ago, in the dark times before 
online gaming was really huge, there was a Star Wars roleplaying 
game. Produced when the Expanded Universe had yet to find its 
feet, this little project created much of the continuity that has 
since become qstablighed a3 part of the Star Wars canen, 

Qon't forget to write in to the address to the left We're always 
iMeresied in hearing your feedback and to Know what you want 
from your Star Wars lesidert 


May the Force be with you... dilwayd, 
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Jonathan Wilkins, Editar 
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“YOU DON'T HAVE TO 00 THIS TO IMPRESS ME.” PRINCESS LEIA, THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 


FEATURES 





= 14 LEIA 


An exclusive profile of the princess! 


22 ROLEPLAYING 

Jnsider looks back on the classic 
roleplaying games that shaped 
the saga! 


36 RETURN OF THE JEDI 


More fantastic rare Images from 
Episode Vi revealed. 


42 A KNIGHT'S TALE 

Celebrate 10 years of Knights 

of the Old Republic as we look 
al the making of the game. 


50 DENNIS MUREN 
The visual effects visionary on 
the making of the original Star 
Wars trilogy! 


56 SMALL WARS! 


Assistant cameraman Douglas Smith 
on the art of miniature photography! 


60 JED! ACADEMY 
Artist and writer Jeffrey Brown 
shares some exclusive auttakes 
from his latest book! 


66 HONDO RETURNS! 


An all-new tale from author 
Jason Fry, starring Hondo Ohnaka! 
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DEPARTMENTS 


07 LAUNCH PAD 


Exclusive news, and fun stuff 
from the Siar Wars galaxy! 


20 MY STAR WARS 


Pop superstar Tam Fletcher of 
McFly on why he loves Star Mars! 


29 ROGUES GALLERY 


insider finds the Mos Eisley cantina 
under new ownership! 


72 CLASSIC MOMENT 


Darth Vader embarks on the 
search for Luke Skywalker! 


96 RED FIVE 

Concept artist Paul Bateman 
shares five amazing Ralph 
McQuarrie paintings! 


76 BOOKS 

Obi-Wan Kenohi's life in exile 
explored, plus ey ena 
Mors makes the leap into print! 


78 COMICS 

Knlghts ofthe Old Repubile 
| oa 

gets collected! 


82 INCOMING 


LEGO showcase their stunning 
Ewok village, plus the coolest 


E. Star Wears T-shirts! 


= 98 BANTHA TRACKS 


. insider celebrates the saga’s 
» most dedicated fans! 


94 BOUNTY HUNTERS 


The fans who have met the 


stars of Star Wars share 
. their experiences and photos! 





ADVERTISEMENT 





uwoashilm president and producer 
of Siar Waves: Episode Vil Kathleen 
Kennedy has continmed that Sohn 
Williams will score the new Star 
Wars trilogy 

Ina specially recorded message 
first shown to fans at Celebration Europe 
Wl, Williams sald, | lak loreard 
to returning toa galacy far, far away. 
| achually feel like | newer Left ib. [im happy 
to be a coniinuing part of the Star Wars 
saga... and the joy in the journey of 
discovery that awaits ws al.” 

Willams even sald he vould Likely use 
some of his themes from previous movies. 

“TD heven’t geen ihe eorigl, oo ihe 
story is still unknown to me,” he said, 
“but | cant imagine there will mot be 
soe references ba the existing stories 
that would make appropriate use of some 
of the earlier themes.” 

The much-loved composer has won five 
Oscars for his scores including recognition 
far Jews, ELT: The Exlra-Terresirel, and 
the orlginal Star Wars. He has also Goon 
maminated for more than 40 Academy 
Awards fer is werk om many mewies. 
including the fediana Jomes films, Sawing 
Private Ayan and most recently, Linreln. 

In April, Episode Vil director JJ Abrams 
indicated he that wanbed Williams bo score 
his film, but sad if was still “early days.” 
Williaria praiged the director gaying he 
was perfectly chosen to continue George 
Lucas's great odyssey,” 

Star Wars: Episode Vil is scheduled tor 
release in 2015. 





Rabhiren 
Kennedy 
reveals (he 
news.on stage 
at Calebratian 
Europe tl! 












































dohn Williams i poised bs onesie 
ene amacing new themes, and rewialt 
Smee old Favoribes-! 





BELS REVEALED 


tar Wars Rebels coccutive producer Dave Filoni has given 
Star Wars fans a first look at the new show, 


™ 


Although there ts no footage to show yet, Filoni showed 
concept art at Celebration Europe Il that was heavily influenced 
by original Star Wars concepé illustrator Ralph McQuarrie. 

The newly rewealed art shows the Ghost, which will be a key ship 
in the new show. Another piece shows a TIE fighter crash landing. 
The show's loge borrows the orange-amd-black color scheme of the 
rebels” {light suits im the original Star Wars trilogy. Other concept art 
was shown of 4 stormtrooper, an |mperial interior, a Star Destroyer, 


an astromech, and & protocol droid. 










CELEBRATI 


SOUND BITES! 


Insider caught up with the stars of 
Star Wars at Celebration Europe Il. 
Here's what they had to say! 


ANTHONY DANIELS 
AQ: My favorite Star Wars character ts Darth 
Maul, because he's just totally, totally evil. 
He has no redeeming factors whatsoever! 
O: Would you ever like fo play a bad guy 

in 3 Star Wars movie? 

AQ: Oh yes, and | think there were times 
when | wished that | was playing 3 bad guy 
a5 Threepio, because | was going demented 
iin that suit! 





EEG insiper 


Aniheey Daciels finds amore 
comfortable aleruative bo wearing 
fiat wail! 


IAN MCDIARMID 
Or You took 4 while to finally 
agree ta aitend Celebration 
lan’s first full appearance 
was al Celebration Vl in 
2012), Whati kept pou? 

IM; | krow, I'm such a jeasel 
It was work commitments 
really, | hate to disappalmt 
people, but fartunataly 
didn't, so here | am, 

0: Of course, you're a very 
nice man, but did you netics 
when you did the first 
convention, people were 
wery wary of you when you 
were walking around? 

IM: | know! Some people 
think | might be like 

the Emperor. Burt I'm mot 
really, except occasionally 
ona Saturday night! 

0: Are you planning to return 
to the theatre soon? 

(Mi: Yes, but of course there's 
nothing | cam talk about yet. 
Next year, perhaps I'm in an 
American play and also a play 
I've done recently that's going 
fo be revived, probably all 
aver England and hopefully 
Scotland 04 well. 
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rem this image (cleckerise li Thee 
Gfasd; below right: 2 THE fighter; 
astormirooper concept from the show, 


Warwick Daria aed Qawe Fileni during | 
their after-show inberview at CEN! 







JTAR WARS 
CELEBRATION 


HESS &° 


Mark Hamill and Carrie Fleher share 
a jake on stage! 
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MARK HAMILL & CARRIE FISHER 















MH: This. is my fifth Celebration. Two in CF: | wanted a ride on Star Tours. 
Florida, one in England and one im Japan. MA: We were going to ride it. But they said, 
CF: | hawe no idea how you remember that... “Can we film you when you ride it?" and we 
MH: Well, Japan and England were exotic said No!" Can you imagine all ihe crazy 
and Orlando... faces with gravity doing its work? Don't let 
(CF: Was not? yourself ever be filmed on an amusement 
lan MeDiae mid: A Bad guy ie the Mai Well... (was bok. We went to park ride. 
proven, Besta good Quy fe real Uda Disney World. CF: Especially # you're one of us! 
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WITH THE MAKING OF RETURN OF THE JEQ) RELEASED ON OCTOBER 1, WE CAUGHT UP WITH AUTHOR 
J. W. RINZLER TO GET THE LOWOOWN ON THE NEW BOOK, AND THE ENHANCED EBOOK EDITIONS OF THE 
MAKING OF STAR WARS, THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, AND RETURN OF THE JEDI. 


THE MAKING OF THE MAKING O| 
——ITARWARS- 
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Ely insiper 


Director Richard Marquand directs 
apivitel scene wath Sir Alec 
Guinness and Mark Haenill 


ith so many people working 
on the movies and differing 
versions of ewents, how 
difficult is it te separate 
fact from fiction? 

JWR: Mot too difficult, though I'm sure 
there are some apocryphal stories that 
slip in there. | rely on original documents 
and intermicvs as much asl can, and 
when it comes bo stories | try to get 
correboratian whenever possible. 





How would you define the differences in 
preduction on each of the original three 
Star Wars movies? 

That's a big question. The obvious answer 
is that Fox financed the first one ona 
relative shoestring budget compared 

to the Lucas-backed Empire and Sec 
productions. Essentially, they got bigger 
a3 they progressed, ewer more 
ambitious—with ILM doing more 

And more, 


What have been the highlights of writing 
The Making of Fetura of ibe Jedi? 

ld say finding the Richard Margquand 
interview was. 8 beg, big highligh Mare 
than a hundred pages of his wards 
newer-before-published, 


What do you feel Rlehard Marquand 
breught te Peli af fhe Jey 

Well, the Slawe Leia coshume was brs iriteal 
Hea; and casting Ackbar as a Men Calamari, 
4nd of course he brought hig abuliby ba work 
with acters, his love of the tilne's diese pape 
themas—I think he worked hard ta gat 
thase across. He may have been 
bisbriavenmtal in ihe hearing ot ban Me Carel 
a6 the Emporor==| think Marquand 
recommended him, 


During Celebration Europe, lan McDiarmid 
spoke about another actor being cast.as the 
Emperor. ts this revealed in the book? 

Yes, that's covered inthe book. it was 
amuch elder actor. 


(Gan you talk about George's input into the 
hooks? What sort of feedback has he given? 
George's participation has been Like it 

was for the Making of Episode i, Star Wars, 
and £ropire: he reads the first drakt very 
carefully, conrecting mistakes, or adding 
material. Then while it's all fresh 

in his head, we have along talk where 
ask him questions that we been storing 
Up all during the research and writing 
early phases, which has usually taken 
Sbout 4 year to compile. That's very 
satistying, io finally spend 4 couple of 


Bichend Marquand oversees 
Sebastian Shaw's transfarmatian 
into dinakin Shyeralioer, 





hours of more getting answers! ind then 
George reviews the designed book and 
caplions, though at thal sage he usually 
doesn't change much, if anything. Then | 
2eRd him dhe finished book, which! did for 
ed? Last week. 


What was the biggest revelation during 
Lhe writing al ihe beoks? 

[think there area few: one id hal 

much riare oredi— should go bo the WR 
production art departments, pariecularly 
to John Barry and his team on Star Wars: 
and then bo Norman Reynolds and 

his team on the newt twe, Algo toe Jom 
Johnston, And ulflimately to Mark Hamill. 
who is the novus of everything inbormally 
in the original trilogy. And overall to every 
single person who worked an these filme. 
Once you get into the details, you realize 
what a wonderful collaborative thing 
filmmaking is=but also how important 
Lucas was to harressing all that talent 
and molding it to his vision. 


Qoes the release of The Making of Jedi 
mark the end of an era, or will you be 
writing similar books on fhe making of 
the Prequels or even the new moves? 
We'll seew.. Pdilike to say, howewer, that 
I've been showing some of the video 
excerpis for the enhanced efooks—the 
Star Wars gag reel and behind-the-scenes 
of Jeai and Empire at San Diego Comic- 
‘Con International and elsewhere—and 
hawe been getling greal feedback. | think 
fans are really going to lowe the enhanced 
eBooks of all three Making of OT titles. 


INsineR Ed 





PLANS 


FOR A UNIVERSE! 


Ave Fou ever woRdered whe if 
took to get George Lucas amazing ideas 
from the script to screen? 
Star Wars: The Al ‘Ss answers that 
question with a prehensive collection 
ef dechnieal drawings (hal shaw U Fae 
Highlights include the Muteaniunm Fatron, 
R2-D2, the Death Star, and even the malten pit 
that was to be the Emperor's throne room in 
Aetura of tte Jedi, Thanks te our iriends at Titan 
E we have three to give avay—simeply write 
bn lo the address on page three by November S 
and mark your eniry Blueprinis.” 
Star Wars: The Glvepriats ts out now! 





hie final season and 
acomplete series 
will be reloagad on 
Hu-ray an October 
15! Thee Tag-Dige 
Season Five cel will include 
bal ool “— tao director's cut episodes, 
biites = : deleted and alternate 

F BOSneG, Cask and crew 
iMerviews, ad seeortbed 
documentaries. 

On the same dale. an epic 14-dise 
Complete Series Sct will be available, which will include all free seasons on 
Blo-ray as well asa collectible S4-page Art af the Clone bars booklet that deabures 
naver-belere-publishad arhwork 


GEORGE LUCAS — 
PRAISES STAR TREK 


Na new documentary, George Lucas has spoken about the important 
part Sfar Trew had to play in geting Star Mars made, 
In Trek Matin, which 15 available on Blu-ray and OVD now, Rod 
Roddenberry, the son of Star Trek creator, Gene, uncovers the impact 
and importance of his father's work. Lucas explained that Star Trek 
proved vitally important te Star Wars. 

“Star Trek softtened up the entertainment arena so that Star Wars could 
come along and sland on iis shoulders. There was an effective group of 

, people in ihe beginning who accepted it, thal it wage't thal far oul.” 
Spatted at Celebration Europe ll: These. | He added that, “For the studios, (Star Wars] was way far ouL.. bul there 
slunméng Ralph McQuarrie concept troopers was a fanbase out there, primarily the Star Trek fan base, who understood 
coumesy of the 501s Legion! sci-fi, undersiond visual sci-fi, and was ready for something like [Star Wars] 

to be in the feature arena,” 
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fhe influence of mythologest Joseph 
Campbell, who charted narralive 

patterns and archetypes across the 
history of storytelling, on Star Mars 

L has been well documented, But while 
most of the focus has tended ta be on 
Luke Skywalker’s Campbellian” heros. 
journey, Leia Organa ales marked a twist 
On a narrative archetype. Leia enters the 
Slory o9 & classic princess character—bwul 
it soon becomes clear she ts mo typical Taliry 
tale princess. When scholars look back on 
the last cenlury of cinema, the enfluence 
of Star Wars’ first heroine will net be 
forgotten. By the 1770s, barriers were 
being braken down and the modern 
feminist mowement had gained 
prominence. Wonder Woman graced 
the cower of the first Me magazins, 
And the Star Wars opening scrofl 
inMrPadvced 4 character inlike any 
princess seen previously: the 
“custodian af the stolen plans that 
Can gave her people ard restore 
freedom to the galacy.~ 

George Lucas’s bold athempt 
al érealing & mgsdenn princess 
needed an actress who could 
pull oll. While ifs trae Lets 
ig a lonee wera ane a 
male-dominated cast, she 
represents wie it means fo 
be a wieman ina posithen of 
power during this ena. Given cinnamon 
rolls for hair, a white drape dress, 
and a weapon in hand, Carnie Fisher 
compellingly delivers the film's 
Srrmart, witty dialegue, In her first 
on-screen moments, Leia transters 
the stolen plans toa R2-D2, then 
engages sharmtreopers as a diversion 
for the drodd’s escape. She introduced 
4 peneration of maviegoers le 6 pew 
type of lomale character—one 
folly empowered to take charge of 
her destiny. 

Dangling the prospect of riches, 
white knight Luke enlists smuggler 
Han in the rescue of the space opera's 
warrior princess. Leia plays her part 
and dashes out of ber cell wilh her 
hero=enily to realize there wasn t 
much of an escape plan. Quick 
thinking and 4 blaster Banrowed™ 
fram her rescuer enable Leda to 
create an exit opportumity from 
ihe detention block, The hero 
and prinotes do not get avay 
unscathed from ihe Death Star: 
Lei's Comment ta ihe Rebel 
Alliance results in the destruction 
ofher home planet, while Luke 
los#s his merter Obd-Wan, She 
never bends bo grief, though, and 
even conoles Luke. in the end 
Lada’s mission succoeds: her stolan 
plans eventually help deliver the 
rebels Victory, 



























COMING OF AGE 


or The Empire Sines Back, 
Litas served ag exogulive 
@ producer and writer, and 
Allowed another director, 
Irvin Kershner, to influence 
the galaxy far, far away. George 
Lucas penned the original 
screenplay, which was polished 
and improved upon by Lawrence 
Kasdan, whe had already writen 
the script for The Sodyguard [later 
famed with Whitney Housbon]—a 
flary abeul a pop princess” 
in danger. Girector Irvin Kershmer, 
meanwhele, envisioned the middle 
movie of the trilogy as a fairy tabs, 
not science fiction. Leiais the 
characher whe cae ries the emotional 
wolght dor the filmes secon” act. 
The director and writers of The 
Empire Sires Back enealed 
circumstanenes tor their princess 
to drep her emotional shields. 
isolating her from duly ta ihe Rebel 
Alliance and tring beer fate toa 
scoundrel willing to wear his heart 
of his sloave. Over the course ol the 
movie, Leia subtly shitts from the 
witginal pringess, wha wears whee 
camoullage appropriate for ther ike 
planet Hoth, to being seen in earthy 
hues and her tightly-wound braids 
on Bespin. Fora briet moment, Han 
and Leia are shown interacting ina 
larniliar, unguarded mannor=bofern 
they are captured by Garth Vader and 
Leia returns to her white uniform. 
In the carbenite chamber, Fisher 
beautibully conveys ihe coming-of- 
Ape ala yolnng wornan whe lakes 
an emotional laag of Raith ane 
declares her lowe. While Harrison 
Ford's ad-lib of “| know” relging Hon 
Solos cocky swagger, perhaps he 
didn’t need to echo Leia’s words. 
betauge he already had said thee, 
Inher 2010 TES Talk entitled The 
Power of Vulnerabilay, Brené 
Brew, a PhD, whe has sper a 
decade studying social interaction, 
discussed how (he courage to be 
wulmoraale is the micas te the 
greatest emotional meevard. 
Far an audience familiar 
with thet conicelbs of faliry 
tales, Tre Enpire 
Strives Barr 
counts on the 
Sudience’s rust that 
ultimately a happily-ever- 
after ending would reward ihe 
Princes wha findlly drapped ber 
amelional shialds, 
The 1980s mot only ushered in the 
cinerrale shocker ol Vader's Ao, | 












am ‘your father,” but 
also such nelable 
blockbusters as 
Reiders of ihe Lost 
Ark and ET: The 
Extra Terrestrial, 
which jumpslarted 
ihe careers of 
future Hollywood 
power-woren 
Kathleen Kennedy 
and Drew 
Barrmare. The 
year aPher Lina 
professed her lowe 
lor Han, Diama 
Spencer became the Princess. 

ol Wales before a global television 
auldloned of 750 million, Glarna 

was a princess of the people who 
hampeaned ¢ouges allecting lhoge 
wilh tower advantages in lite, such 
as the wectims of 40D and leprosy 
Or theme ravaged by landmines jel 
behind in ihe wake of war. 

Aeture of the Jed) opens wilh an 
exiremely pergenal quest far Luke 
and Leia. They step away from 
{he war aqaingl the evil Empire 
le rescue Han iron the Lair of 
Jabba the Hutt. Episode V's first 
act showcases the beamveark of 
Lando, Chewbacca, and aven the 
draids. Future storellers J. 
Abrams and Jess Whedon 
internalized this collaborative 
hereism and redlected it years Later 
in thobr oan tales like Bully die 
Mampire Siaper, Lost, Fringe, and 
Marvel's The érengers. 





SLAVE LEIA ON THE 

SCREEN MIRRORS 

WONDER WOMAN 
IN THE COMICS. 











The rescue mission also includes 
Leies separation from her mate 
counterparts, whon sho is lorced 
to don a gold bikini and sit chained 
16 Ja&ba's Throne, lt is irngossible ip 
Stparabe the character trom ihe slave 
Lets attire and its place in the history 
al shorytelling, The visual art of 
moon pictures emerged aong much 
ihe same timeline as comics. During 
ihe Golden Age of coenecs, roughly 
the 19205-4065, women were often 
porktayed 5 career wamen or 
SUpSrhercines like Wonder Warriar, 
In Later years, though, the roles of 
lerma@le characters were increasingly 








relegated to the superhero’s sidekick 


er romantic inberesh, and in ihese Moeen: Ade rery 
sqcondary roles thoy wore often froma the wet exppicril 
hyper-sexualized. Slave Leia on the Hinge: Leda 's 
the giver 2éreen mirrors Wonder daring reve otengl 
Woman in comics, Nether heroine ist babes polere 
has clothes to shield them from the 
Pale gaze, and Leia wears the chains Opposite page, tram 
of slavery much as Wonder Woman's ep left: Leis onboerd 
Bracelets mark an ever-present the Aes fot 
reminder al ihe enslavement of her CER anpoyiag bra! 
ancestors. Fisher vividly channels respite an Bespin [PEL 
the emotions of a eoman using ihe cm omentero he 
chains of capbivity to slay the Trsics vhibe kot 
grotesque Jabba to gain freedom, chon 
and most women who tedplay 46 Slane 
Lela speak ef feeling erpeeered Mein image Ever: 
Primcess Leia has never quite ‘when held opher bp 
been embraced by the leninist Jabs nic i reaevet 
movement in the way Wander dinghy @ priarent 
Woman has, perhaps because od in peril 


che perc pion that Star Wars was 
aboys' franchise rather than a 
pro-feminism vehicle, Yet male 
storytellers like Abrams and 
Whedon, who were heavily 
iniMienced Ey Star Wie, have 
mada a mark inthe entertainment 
industry with thear exceptional 
female characters, 
The remainder of Aetan of the 
Jed! revisits (he warrior princess 
from Episode I, Leia volunteers 
for fhe combat mission bo ihe forest 
moon, flies a speeder babe bo chase 
down the biker souls who might 
eapose the rebels’ presence, and 
mediates wilh lhe primilive Ewoks. 
As her meirvly rentalod twin brotha 
Luke secks to redeem a father he 
Rever krew, Leia and Har asseull the 
shitld gomeratior aiih the helpat thelr 
Ewok allies, The emotional thematic 
vichory is rok fist Lukes, ac he Gees. 
his father return to the light side, but 
also his sisber’s. 4nd Han, tee poor 
5eall-sacrificang scoundrel, finally 
emerges from his carbenibe-induncd 
haze and remembers he already had 
bean given the heroina's haart on 
Bespin, thus delivering the moment 
Kershner’s fairyiale had promised, 


wwsineR 








Tr Al sail al tial 
TRAGIC TURNS 
BS be 1790s continued the trend of modem 

| | Princesses, Dismay s mew era of movie hensines 

) began with The dithe Mermaid and Beauty and 

® the Feast, while the Star Wars Expanded Universe 

B@ kicked eff with the newel Horr fe tie Enea, 
Cominuing the adwentumes of the Original Trilogy heroes. 
Iniower teva decades warth of subsequent Expanded 
Universe adventures, Lela has laced the prospect of 
bearing a Skywalker heir burdened by the haunting legacy 
of ihe lamnaty name, and then the real-life Mruggle land 
quilt) of being a working mother raising childron—par, 


4 of thal time serving ws the elected Chief of Stabe of a 


Nedgling galactic democracy, no less. Perhaps the 
Original Trilogy establisher! Leta ae amen capable 
of withstanding any ineges 
Expanded Uniwersa hag § La 
her youngest 5 son to war, witnes: ter, 
la the dark side, and then see hie d 
own twin sister, Arnbd athe eae turns, writers like 
Timothy Zahn and Aaron Allston have managed to creale | | 
beautifully poignant shores with Leia as a mother figure 
who is aso a wanrior princess, 

Yoda's dying words, though, took longer tobe 


fullfilled, Lela dees mot comple edi trainir 
until after the Mow Fepubliccehe gt establish 
is pulverized by a galactic invaseo fF suring 


twins Jaina and Jacen Sole have Boece Jedi Krights, 
In arare moment of vulnerability shared with her 
teenage daughter in ihe New Jedi Order novel Rebel 










Te ae 


Gream, Leia gives voice to the painful choices at the 


heart of her own ientity: “Sometimes lim Jedi and Oppasite page; |e 
sometimes I'm mot. tedi teaching says that pou must enjoys oars Endo 
jum away from fear, But a5 a politician, | have to sumuee in this 

t Bolaw, 


experience fear... Somebimes being a Jedi just rans unity 
compiciely counter to your ober goals.” Leia also thochraal 
reminds her daughter why she continues to fight: 
“ve had whole Weartds Laken away irene me,,, but ned 
Beyond the movies, Leia finds a way to 
balance the dueling larces of her herilage, avoiding 
both the naive idealism of tar politician mother Padmé 
Amidala and the inability of her Jedi father Anakin 
Skywalker to master lis heer of lows, 

Princesses arc esebinas x57 today Kate 














she married the Princess Diana's son Prince 

William. In the TW Sere 5 Once Upon a Time, Snow W hitte 
is a5 handy with bow ae 
ie with a aweord, 


princess movie to the relationship between 
rather and daughter Bran Weeds new Sar Wars comic, 
Tea Oile, Paces a post hew Hope Lela ina stony 
enploring ihe © yvulnerabilitees of a young woman 
faced with Losing family, her trends. and ber 


homewerld of Aldcraan while alse showcasing her _ 
capabilities as a veartior and X-wing pilot—io critical and 
commercial success, ineluding Star Wivs #1 earning a 
fourth printing. With an upcoming Original Talogy-cra 
Leia-cenirie novel from Marthe Wells ond the Sequel 
Tritogy Got to embark on nave pourmeys im the galaxy far. 
far away, it's clear that the impact of Star Wars” original 
herott princess on storybelling is still unfolding, 






INSIDER) 13 


When did you first become aware of 
Star Wars? 

ve boon a fan of Star Wars tor as bong 
as | can remember. My dad lowes science 
fietion, ond wher | was a wid ery older 
cousins handed me down all their original 
Star Wars toys, which I've still got today. 
Wie hal the ariginal tires reavies an 
videotapes recorded aff TV. I'd watch 
them over and over, fast-forwarding 
ihreagh the advert breaks! 





TOM FLETCHER |S THE GUITARIST AND SINGER 
WITH THE SUCCESSFUL BRITISH POP BAND 
MCFLY. AS WELL AS BEING A STAR WARSFAN, 
HE ALSO HAS A SPECIAL LINK TO THE SAGA. 
INSIDER CHATTED TO FLETCHER ABOUT 
GARBAGE COMPACTORS, JOHN WILLIAMS, 
AND HIS FEAR OF ASKING FOR AUTOGRAPHS. 
INTERVIEW: MARK NEWBOLD 













































lve gota pretty cool lighteaber... 
actually Pye got a few, ve got ry 
original Milenanium Falcon and ATSAT 
cul permanently at hore—they justiosk 
awesome. Iya got toys lurking all over the 
place theugh, Star Wars palate heads in 
the looand an Z-wing nexttothe TY. lve Ff 
got two massive statues of Barth Gaoty 
a cal yourself and Jedi Mickey in my moves room. 
Will surprise Star Wars lane? % Pane alee got a cheeky Padme 
I auditioned very carly on for Episode |. hiding in my euusic room! 
I think itwas when they were in the early ™ 
Sages af casting young Anakin, | wont 
fo theater school and wasn't told what the 
audition vas until | got there, Obviously, | 
Ididn't get ihe part! But | did ge 
to be a small part of Star Wars 
higtery. For ihe Special Edition 
ol Rerara af de Jel, John 
Williams wrobe a new piece 
for the endof the movie 
called Victory Celebration. - 
He needed a choir of children to sing on 
{he recording ard | gel ie be in that choir! 
So, so awesome! it was recorded at Abbey 
Road in a huge room and we sang along wilh 
the ils projected ona huge sereen. | ean't 
remember who was there at the recording 
bul | imagine it was Mr Williams conducting. 
I kick miysel! mow because Im such a huge 
fan of his and | have such a hazy memory 
of whal happened thal day, | thew hallway 
around the world lor one day just to see his 
concert at the Bollywood Bowl. Anyway, neck 
line you wateh Retwen of the Jee, listen oul 
for the choir at the end— tis moi! 


- EXPANDED 


Hear more about McFly at hthp:/fsupercity.meliy.cam 
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Lislen ta Tom's contribution fo the Return of the Jed) saundtrack on the elticial 
album, available on CD and iTunes now! 
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(Pe Liresit in thee pee lt -ar i] iF tte Mi 
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hat‘s when the team at test End loolced around 








ee what sources of inspiration they could draw from 
Aoally. we slarted with a let of stull fram our personal 
collection Slavik continued We fad WOR 1 
of Lae Treyes PEAS LT ane Ue 8 coe of 8 book 
| 1 Guide be thee Star Wars Universe, whlch was read, 
mall lf just had some sturt inom fhe mowic: nd Ted 
book We Ahad @ bok of Sharfieg artich and really ihe: 
tas about lt, Lucasfilir make 
Ranch and {he ar goe to 
ee SO Stiired anc ft 
SU aide eee Ie face 
really 8 lat of stulf 
id thats when they took on thee task of falling in Eb 





details of the Star Wraors galawy ihemeelnes, mot knowing 
hat fhe foundation they were building would be passed 


off ia the neet graup of erga who would take Star 
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Ever hedrd of a Rhodian? Ura [an lem 2 loyoe qagh ei 1. 
fe heard of an lihorian? low ship 4 
Lidl ot of that is thanks to me, Slavicsek , ded pith \ 

explained to me. On the set of 4 Mew Hope, peder-sired | | 

Aedurs wore Pelerred ba as Martians, lm thi 

George Lucas-penned sorcenpLay, they were all His chs j 

called Greedas, tt It I 

rie Fae far ih T 

that accompanied the game 

When | wrobe the Siar Wo Seu rcebook T 


save The Hammerhead then marie lhoriar 





because twas insulil ng bo call ihe whi at 
Hammerheads, Sol pul alll ihe names together, 
Utachimn aporawed them and started putting 

hem on fclon igures 
But it wasn't just nari hepieewead 


Oo races or planets. Theos irom 





End Games established many things fan: 
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w Search Star Wars 
Insider on the App 
store! 

WwW Available to read 
on iPad, PC, Mac, 
Android, Nook and 
now Kindle Fire! 
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OR SEARCH ST4AR WARS INSICER OWN THE 4PP STORE. 
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STEP INTO A GALAXY BOTH STRANGE 
AND FAMILIAR... ie a 
BY DANIEL WALLACE Pe be 
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mark Morse releases their 
| much-anlicipated new mini- 
series in September = Fhe Star 
| Wars, Eeesed on George Lucas's 
original rough draft, itis like a 
erp universe of Star Wars, with familiar 
tharaciers and sitieations, but also major 
difleronces. Star Wars Insider gots the inside 
scoop from the writer, editor, and artist of 
one of he meet extiling projects ever... 


Gearge Lucas's epic tale of a boy, a gal, 
and & gblacy underwent soem radical 
reinventions on iis way to meiwit scrbens 
in 1977. While working onthe book The 
Mavvag of Shar Mars, Lucastilmis emecutive 
editor J. Wo Ringler got a close-up look at 
the early (ruts of his boss's imagination, 
Including a 1974 rough drat that ioatured 
a giant green alien named Han Solo and a 
young Jedi named Srmikin Sarkiller. 

In order to obtain George Lucass blessing, 
Ringler parinened wath Dark Horse Comics to 
creaie sample pages, {ber the green-light, 
Qark Horse hired arist Mike Mayhew and 
colorist Rain Beredo to adapt the rough draft 
into an eight-issue series, This Seplember, 
the first issue of Thee Star Wars has stores. 

In our exclusive inberview wilh Ainzler, 
Mayhew, and Dark Horses Randy Stradley, we 
get the scoop on this mirror-universe version 
of a sage peu fhoaght you knew well, Read an, 
ard may then Force of Others ba with you! 

Star Wars ingiger iwere George Lucas’ 
thoughts on the project? Did he have any 
second thoughts about lesti ing his unfinished 
tin public? 

Jonathan W. Binzler: Yes, he was dubious 

at first. But i've shown him the almost- 
completed first issue and her was okay with 
it. To get the green Light to start, Dark Horse 
and Wiesmed up evilh an ariel, aad oreated 
afew sequential scomes, about nine or tom 
pages. George liked those enough to give us 
the go-ahead, 
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THE ROLL-UP 
In traditional Star Wars fashion, 
scrmling text sets up the 
characters amd the plot. But 
this is one scroll you'we never 
read belere: 


Wihal are thee biggest checks thal a Star 
Wars fan will encounter in issue #17 
Randy Stradley: Probably the most 
immediate shack comes fram seeing 
familiar names applied to unfamiliar 
characters of localions. | mean, Alderaan 
ip the geal of governement far the Empire? 
fund it's a Bespin-like gas planet? 

fund Luke Skywalker is an aging Jedi 
General? [See sidebar = Eo) Bul there 

are differences, too. The Jedi, or more 
properly, Jedi-Benduy, are mere knights 
and warriars, and less the celibate monks 
we've come to Know from the films. The 
Sih appear la be a rival order ol knights, 
not necessarily atiliated with same dark 
religion. In fact, there is little talk of 
rayelical abilities on either side, and the 
only mention of the Force is the “Force 

ef Others,” 


Until the recent GREAT REBELLION, the JEDI-BENDU were the 
most feared warriors in the universe, For one hundred thousand 
years, generations of JEDI perfected their art a5 the personal 


reaches of the GREAT AlFT, 


bddygoards of the Emperor. They were the chief architects of the 


f mmvrpcible MMPERIAL SPACE FORCE, which expanded the EMPIRE 
across the galaxy, fromthe -celéstial equator to the Farthest 


+ 


Now these legendary warriors are all but extinct One by one. 
they have been hunted down Ul eT as rea the, 


liv E het ‘6: Feared Sith Lard 
and fallen Jedi. More machine than man. 
Wars: An Imperial general bul 
nad a Sih warrlos, He serves Gowerner 
Hoedaack as a decorated soldier, but is still 
a central villain in (his yergign af events, 
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THE FOURTH 
MOON OF 
UTAPAU. 



























ANNIKIN/ANAKIN 


JW: There’: “Annikin®” and a Luk 
sabe degs Beaten viet ee, In the Star Wars movies: &makin 


ina million years that | would one day be 


Tiywalker and awen a Darth Vader, but asked te “redo” if, As a profesclanal camile 3 
they're all in prototypical form, enacting artist tor the Last 20 years, I'd done Avengers, Skywalker Fe ihe Jad here ol the 
asimilar bul different story. t's sort ofa Justine Lesgue, Somer-Man, ¥-Men, you name Clone Wars who becomes Darth 
parallel universe, it. Fed written off Star Wars af this poirtin Vader. 

mig Life. So this really re-ayakened a lot of aL The star Wars; Annikin atarki lar 
Jonathan, what has been your favorite passion and enthusiasm Lat | not orty hed ae 18, a veteran of the Kessilian 
thing about adapting the rough draft far the jor Star Wars iisedl, but for siti, comics, art, chil ward. He wears his hair ina 
comics medium? and cinemain general. On some bewel, this is Maree ian fale Keine, #milar be that 
JWR: The best partis gelling bo adapt the alried! as if George Lucas and | were doing a of a Samurai. 


first Star Wars story hat George ever wrote. onpaborenwned book, 
Ifs.an honor. 4nd at {he same tine it's a lot 
al fun, dividing up ihe action into panels, 
Inasense [it's] editing his rough dralt, 

and hopehully giving energy to 45 parts so 
ihat Mike Mayhew can capitalize on each 
moment when transforming lhe story into 
two-dimensional lite, 


THE OROIDS 
In dhe Star Wars movies: A-D2 is 
an asiramech maintenance drab 
who communicates through 
whistles sad beeps. C-3PO ig o 
pretacal drold whe specializes im 
etiquette and translation. 

In The Shere Wars; ArAw-Delwe 
and Soe=Threeplo are old, 
battered construction droids. 
Arico has @ cla arm and can 
balk as clearly as any oiher 
character. 





Randy, bow did Mike Mayhew get atiached 
io this project? 

RS: Mike coming to my aiterdion when he oid 
was either fate or the Force intervening. He 
had penk as samples af his wark soeee line 
back, and | happened across them a | was 
looking for an aniist for the series. There 
was something classic and solid about his 
characters that suggested he would be the 
right choice, And, boy, vas he ever! 

Mike Mayhew: This project ts Literally a 
dream come true. Star Wars was my go-bo 
(hing 28 @ id circa TPT, bul | newer (howght 
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UTAPAL 


inthe Star Wars movies: The 
sinkhole planet whene Obi-Wan 


InTheStar Wars: Agree world nn <2 “IT'S AN HONOR TO ADAPT THE 
Teese tact; feeee (vy | ae) RMN FIRST STAR WARS STORY THAT 
: Wy GEORGE EVER WROTE, AND AT 
THE SAME TIME IT’S A LOT OF 
FUN” - JONATHAN W. 
RINZLER, WRITER OF 
THE STAR WARS 

















Mike, when [ft comes to the art, did you 
reohlwe vintage referonces, comcept art 
and photes of early protetypes, 

(or example? 

ME: Anyone who knows George Lucas 
recognizes what an archivist he is. Every 


ALD ERAAN drawing that was praduced for characters. 


and settings in this script, as well as all 
In the Star Wars mevwies: Hame of Leia’s adoptive family. Destroyed Lucasfilm's archives vere at my disposal. 
by the Death Star. 


‘ i : And Jonathan Ringler was guiding me 
ln The Star Wars: Capital af the Mew Galactic Empire, is domed cily it parched through it. 


ona tail spire that disappears into the Cloud Sea = the misty surface of the JWR | tried to provide appropriate 


gazeous planet. rolarence. | had ideas of Ralph McQuarrig 
F artwark, Colin Cantwell maquettes, and 
Joe Johnston drawings that might serve 
here and there. But Mike had to come up 
withi a fair amount of material himself, 
Filfing off of the filma, or even Flash 
Gordan and that garty 1970s werld = 
(science fiction artist! John Berkey 
and others, 
RS: Mike has dome an incredible amount 
of work increating this mew Sar lWiers 
tram ihe ground up. We've enlisted 
other designers, such as Sean Cooke, 
Siephane Rour, and Kilian Plunket, bo 
ergate spocite objects or vehicles, aed 
there have been a few designs adapted 
fram Ralph MeQuarrie’ earliest! skeiehes 
or paintings. But the bulk of everything 
in the series is from Mike. | suspect he's 
geing to wanrl a lang vacation aller hes 
finished with this! 


SPACECRAFT Mike, how cimilar is your malural art style 


In the Star Wars movies: Star Degtrepers are huge, triangular Imperial to that of Ralph McQuarrie and ofher 
battleships. members of the praduciion team for the 


In The Star Wars: Star Destroyers are sleek two-person fighters, the backbone Original olar Pare move? 

af Imperial space superiority, HME: | think my artis similar to Ralph 
MeQuarrie’s in that we both have 
“realism” in aur style. | might ewen ge 
20 far aso say thal Aalph McQuarrie 
iMluented ie as Much as any comic 
artist growing up. So 1 find it natural 
waorking from his designs and playong in 
ihe same worlds he might have designed, 
And having a painter like Rain Beredo 
an board is empowering the ord to have 
that painied/cancept art lael, He's 
introducing a lot of rough brushstrokes 
and interesting palethes thal give quer 


book a McQuarrie loel. 
nesoen EI 





The carver ip The 
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THE EMPEROR 
In the Star Wars mewbes: Emperor Palpatina ip a powerful Sith Lerd wha 
manipulates galactic events bo pet what he wants. 
The Star Were; Gos Dash is Lord of Alderaan, Condal ta the Supreme Traburnal, 
and ruler el tha Galactic Empire, More of a bureauerad Ihara mastermind, he 
cedes true power to the Tarkin-like Governor Crispin Moedaack. 


LUKE SKYWALKER 
In the Shor Airs mowes: 
Biclogical sen of Darth 
Vader, Rebel Alliance pilot, 
and the Last of the Jedi. 
la The Star Wars: Jedi 
General and Gommander of 
the équilacan Sariorce. 4n 
aged yveleran of countless 
batiles who commands 
respect. 


PRINCESS LEIA 
In the Sar Wars moves: Biological 
Gaughter of Banh Vader, adoplive 
princess of Alderaan, and leader of the 
eos Alliance, 
In Tine Star Wars; A ienager, she ls ihe 
Heine af King Kayes and Queen Greha 
Of the oasis plane Aquilae—neat in line to 
Eo theron. 





Jonathan, did you need to create any new 
Pealerial in order ba flesh aut am eight- 
part comics series? 

JiRe AU the scenes were there. Only 
eocasianally da | hawe ba add dialogue 

fo cover a gesture or an action, or some 
moment that was lel oul because it was 
armigh draft, we galy added ene scene, 
really, which George approwed. [i's ain 
aclion Scene ot the end of lsaue 83. The 
eriginal sequence ol scones ag wrilhen 
would ve worked in a continuous movie, 
but a5 if was the end of an issue we 
noeded am action scans instoad of a 
slow- burn scene. 





Would this story have made a good movie? 
Or is itso sprawling that it would have 
boen hetior realized at a mlfil-serios? 
AS: The thing you have to realize is that 
this was a rough-dratt screenplay. Not 
only iis it rather long, but some parts 

of it are clearly mot in final form. As we 
invariably haw bo do when adopting ba 
comics, Some scones have te be cut, 

or scenes or characters have to be 
combined, inorder to lit the story inte ihe 
comics format, But giving this story eight 
issues instead of the usual four allows us 
to gel more of fin, 

JWR: The “blue sky* version would newer 
have come inounder Geo heurs lang, I'm 
guessing it would've been eloger te leur 
hours and would've cost more than 2 
Single studio would ewer hawe been able 
to budgel, Nowadays they can do things 
like Game of Thrones and Aame, with 
halty budgets and digital elects. | equld 
imaging fhe Star Wars working Im that 
kind of context. 

MM: This would have been an meredible 
Movie circa 2013. This script is so 
Progressive and intense, and has all 

the emotianal beats and sel-pieces of 
modern hits like Avatar or The Avengers. 
Tt probably did seem absurd in 1974, bul 
li was vary prophetic in farms of what 
audiences would eventually demand from 
enieriginment in the fulure, sd 
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PartS iy J. W. Rinzler 
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rom the sandstorm sequence that didn't make the final 

culo the movie, fo the daring rescue of Han Solo from 

his carbonite prison, to the delights of Hult culsine, and 

more. The Making of Petar of the fect features some 
rarely seen (reasures for the Sar Mines canneisseur! See mare 
when the book is released on Octaber 1, 
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J. W. RINZLER TAKES A LOOK THR 
ARCHIVES—AND UNCOVERS SOME AMAZI 
NEVER-BEFORE-PRINTED ARTIFACTS! 


ah rarer ating by Udeaaden Feber, in pert, hi stags oped by “Flooded” with 
sand [or the sorndierm tnese— the fied immee thet doting princigal pholagraphy. 
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dh Carcept by ale MsQhoeie of irapirial 
quand, perhops thou quandiag the Emperar’s 
palote when it wen titycted oa Hod dbbeden ia 
early drei. 
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Ha Sale (Herrivan Ford] 
reining eel of carbon freee, 
oe Aleve by serena unl 
directa: Reger Chr lies, The 
eflects would be cdided in paul. 
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boll —_ The bunker an bantion in northern Celflarria os Wt wes laeing bead in achrorce of fey Wacky Uni’ orrbvcd_ Ib Baad ta ba built standy rT] 
LE . 


DB Mork Forni oes “Hamlet” while filing the 


ieadad uberel: “Mle, peor... Garnimes merc” 


ced ooprede ber! Wid: ant Foe 
Enpeici i throne cal 


a A condinnity Polarald of samme feed props |ae arenes 
thal in Fobba': borge. 
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GAMING THE EXPANDED UNIVERSE 
TEN YEARS OF 
= 

















7 ince opening in theaters in 1977, Given that the movie trilogy was beloved and 
Fran [pdt Mist cireciot Star Wars has inspired a bounty af praised for ile shory, his azcaplian seerned all 
Derek Wott werk: on memorable computer games. Young the more curious, On pen-and-paper, West End 
the gene thot wuld dans of the 1970s fondly remember Games showed that Sar Fears could prowde a rich 
go Star Wa blasting their pargnis’ X-wings in Komner's hanrative qarning experignge in Star Wag; The 
cy, & Electronic Laser Battle. Atari gamers in the Roleplaying Game [RE G|. Why then couldn't the 
peed ei 1780s spent hours toppling AT-ATs in The qalany far, far away also suslain videcgamers 
graphics il hold | Empire Strikes Back or ratlocting blaster bolts interes! with a strong, original shary? 
10 pears lofts! in Jedi Arena. in the early 190s, personal In 2008, that question was answered with the 
Com pulers were transhormed inte -wing and relegate of 6 ar Years realeplaying Sdyenbure fer 
TIE fighter cockpits im intense starfighter sims. computers and consoles—and the walt proved 
Countless other games followed, taking well worth ft. Of the 100-plus Star Wars games 
Siar Wars in diferent directions, fram first- over [he Last 36 years, only one Aes Landed an 
person shooter Dark Forces to the more Time Magazines 2012 list of the best videogames 
| tactical Galactic Battlegrounds. Tet one of alll time. 
genre remained sorely absent; the Thal hanor belongs te Star Wars; Knights of 


Narrative adventure. the Old Aepublic. 
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ABORTED ORIGINS 


nights of ihe Old Republic was mot the frst 

attempt to bring amore story-driven approach 

te Star Wars games. The dasigners al Licashilen 

ames [later LucasArts) made the company’s 

reputation on highly original, point-and-click adventure 
garies like Maniac Mansion and Loom, and they alton 
discussed producing one in the Star Wars galaxy. But 
Binding legal gontract’s kep! (hese stars cul af reach. 
“Lucashilim had given the Star Wars license to olher 
companies and couldn't make them. It wasn't until 
V992-ieh that they had the ability to produce them,” 
says Ron Gilbert, creator of LucasArts The Secret of 
Monkey Island. 

Araund thal time, LucasArts had serious distussiang 
with Richard Garriott’s game company, Origins, about a 
Proposal to produce a Star Wars APG using the engine of 
Ultima, Garriati's best-selling releplaying series, Ted ihay 
decided against moving forward. The fact the LucasArts 
team had been unable to rely on the Star Wers brand for 
60 long had foward an independent streak armang the 
designers. They wanted to continue to inwest their talents 
in original conce pls. 

“Withing more Star Wars mewins planned,” says Noah 
Falstein, co-designer of Indiana Jones and the Fate of 
Allantis, it didet seem like the best way bo po. The ¥-Mong 
series was a dierent matter; it felt like a pertect fit for 
the flight-sim engine we already had, and was much less 
Peseurce-iniensinne bo ereale (han an Adveniure or RPG 
would hawe been. | expect we lor Richard Garriott for 
that matter] would have done a good job and made some 
money With a Star Wars RPG, bul there were just many 
other promising things to work on instead.” 





“WITH NO MORE MOVIES 
PLANNED, STAR WARS DIDN'T 
SEEM LIKE THE BEST WAY 
spenee yy 











| renewed interest ina Star 
Wars-based adventure 
ogame. Tastes Land graphical 
had changed since tha aarly 1990s, 
and the LucasArts leadership 
recognized thal the point-and-click 
games of the past would not sell ina 
more action-oriented, consoele-driven 
world, Morgever, heir development 
slate was full with Phantom Menace 
tie-ins. So they made inquiries with 
a game studia that had achieved 
enormous success by blending an 
immersive narrative with the right 
amount of action io keep gamers 
glued to their machines. 
Farmed in 1975 by a quartet 
ef Canadian mod-school graduates, 
BioWare had spent three years in 
development on Baldur's Gate, 
an RPG that wiilized Qungeons & 
QGragons rules. The game's major 
imevation was a marality oyater 
that would change the overall 
story depending on the 
chalices ihe player made, 
allowing for freedoms more 
associated with the pen-and-paper 
RPGs on which it was based, The 
system also matched the themes. 
i ." of Siar Wars, since becoming 4 












Jedi necessitated making cholers 
beteeen the Light and dark. 
In abe 1979, Ludacris” 

presidont Simon Jefferys contacted 
BioWare's co-CEOs Greg Zeschuk 
> and Ray Mugyk about developing 
a Star Wars RPG, “As news spread 
through the company, it was 3 really 
exciting time, The idea of working on 
a Star Wars game seemed almost too 
good fo be tripe,” says Casey Hudson, 
then a technical artiet at BioWare, 
“| remember talking with Greg about 
how | alrnost wished the Srar Wars 
opportunity had come along a little 
Later, when | would have been ina 
posilion to lake on 4 leadership 
role had only boon at BloWare 
for two years at that point. Several 
weeks later, Greg and Ray brought 
me inte their office and asked if 
I wanted fo lead the project.” 


















































































THE TEAM'S FIRST 


ERMINE MUCH 


OF THE DESIGN. 





ERE DO WE 


coephing the reins as project director, Hudson 
assembled his team. James Oblen, lead designer 
_ for tid multiplayer RPG Wariner Nights, 

- came aboard to head the design. Derek Watts 
was named art director, Dawid Falkner and Mark 
Brockington load programmers, and Steve Gilmour 

Lead animator. Grew Karpyshyn, a writer for Baldur's 
Gate I] and author of the Forgelien Realms nowel Tenple 
Hf, became sentor writer. The team's first priority was 
to choose a Sige Mors era in which their game would be 
Sel, a9 (hal would determine much of the design, 

LucasArts gave them two choboes: the period of the 
upcoming Episode Il movie or nearly 4/000 years before, 
in the age of ihe Old Republic. Seeing what Tom Veitch, 
Chris Gossett, and Kevin J. Anderson accomplished in 
the fates of the Jedi comics convinced BioWare to set 
their game in that “mere civilized age,” 

The decision also opened up more possibilities to be 
creas, By moving to another time frame, we were 
givena ite more freedom,” says Karpyshyn, “We had the 
ability to explore new plotlines and characters that didn't 
necessarily need 1o lie ino existing storylines. Ms hard to 
do something post-film and not, at least, talk about what 
happened in the films and those characters.” 

Brights of the Old Repaiblic, thee subtitle fora 1997 reprint 
of the first Jales of the ted! comic compilation, was found to 
be the perfect title for BioWare's game hehich would im burn 
inspire a long-running comic geries of its ovell, 
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BUILDING THE GALAXY. 
STAR-BY-STAR 


he Aurora adventure-modding toolset that 
BioWare had developed lor Newereinier Highis 
made the hyporspace pump imbe the Star Wars 
galaxy much easier, because they already had 
a working game engine thal they could tailor to Star Wars. 
BioWare also decided to keep using the Oungeons & 
Oragens rules, which Wizards of the Coast had adapted to 
Sler Wars for its own licensed pen-and-paper version of 
the APG. Net having to comstruct an entire mew ruleset 
enabled BioWare's designers to focus on the content. 

Qutof all tee fibres, the team tried te mos] awake The 
Empire Strikes Back. Hawing the player character go 
through Jedi training became a must, along with offering 
the thritl el hopping around the galaxy ina Millennia 
Falcon-type tramp freighter with funny Wookice and droid 
companions, lm fact, one of the drogids, the hunter-Killer 
HE =87 [named alter the initials af Karppshyn's billiards 
team and the infamous Soviet assault riflel, surprised the 
designers with hia braad popularily ameng fans, and went 
on fo win the Game Oeweloper’s Choice Award for “Original 
Character of the Year” in 2004. 

Qhlen additionally looked to his old Weel End Games 
roleplaying campaign for inspiration. “Zaalbar, Garth, 
Bastils, Canderous, and Mission were all characters from 
that campaign, The city world of Taris was alee inspired by 
it, though it was originally to be named Sleheyron [after 
a world in my campaignl until | was convinced thal il was 
a terrible name and changed it,” he says, “Then U tiried 
to sneak in a Hutt gladiator world called Sicheyron. That 
werld was partially buill, bul had io be cul when we 
needed to trim content,” 

Hot only did BioWare have to truncate story content, 
they had te reduce the size af Uheir worlds, We had built 4 
Lot of the lowels, but they felt too large and empty,” says 
Hudson. “The Kashyyyk level was so large, you could 
Spend seenningly lorever punning Lhrgugh if, So we did an 
experiment where we scaled the environments down by 
20 percent, which was a controversial thing to try, given 
all tha wark that had gone inte bullding ihe levels at that 
scale. But, as we ran around the smaller test level, it 
aciually felt like amore realistic space, oo we spent 
seweral days sealing down ihe environments in thee 
entire game.” 

Dice nning players might Humble upon story strands in 
the game regarding a Tuskhen Rader and a “seoret history” 
of Tatooine that has since been debunked. “We actually 
Suggest thal Tatooine i the ancestral hore of the human 
race and that itwas the Aakatan Empire that spread them 
tothe stars. But that didn't make it inte official Star Wars 
lore,” saya Ohben, 
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NOT YOUR FATHER, NOT 


YOUR CLONE 
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1 he massive library of Star Wars sourcebooks. 
and quides gave the designers solid ground 
on which to mald the planets and characters 

oof this future past. But if they truly wanted to 
evoke Empire, lhey had ta da more than build worlds— 
they needed an incredible tevist in the story, 

“One of the twists (proposed) was that the main 
character turned oul ta be some kind of clone,” says 
Crew Karpyshyn. “Lucasfilm was already working on 
Attack of the Clones... and that was one particular idea 
we pul oul ihere and they told us ‘dent; that idea’ cul 
of bounds.” 

Sulfice to say, BioWare discovered their twist by going 
back ta the reat of their game system, Looking within 
that very innovation that made Baldur's Gabe sucha 
highpoint in computer RPGs. The twist would reverberate 
the eseertial contlict of Star Wars, and for many gamers 
added up to one of the most unforgettable finales in 
compubler game history. 
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AS OF 2013, KNIGHTS C 
QOOLD REPUBLIC HAS SOL 
2 MILLION COPIES. 
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NEXT-GEN KNIGHTS 


PP mights of the Old Republic had its inilial release 
‘ for the Xbox in July 2003, selling a quarter of 
amillion copies im its first four days. The game 
je Would Goon lo garner humercis accolades 
across the industry and many “best of the year awards. 
4s of 20173, it has sold over ¢ million copies on a variety 
of platiorms. 

Most tellingly, people have not stopped playing Knights. 
Nowadays, new gamers can first encounter the story by 
downloading a high=-regalution iPad version adapted by 
Aspyr. Instead of using a joystick or keyboard, players can 
wield 6 lightsaber with the strokes of 4 finger. 4 testament 
to the games lasting popularity ts that within days of its 
release on Apple's App Store, mearly 10 years alter the 
Mbox version, 1 climbed ta the top of the iPad app charts, 

The members of the Knights team have all gone onto 
distinguished careers. Hudson and OhLlen still work at 
BioWare, tegpectively shepherding the Mass Effect series 
and the massively multiplayer Knights offshoot, The Gid 
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Republic, Orew Karpyshyn bs neve a full-time novelist, 
having penned the Darth Bane books and an original 
fantasy, Chilarer af Fire, Bul Knights remain clase ta 
oeryone’s hearts. 

“When you make videoganves fora living, lhere’s 
always the concern thal eventually people won be playing 
certain systems anymore, and your wark will be lost 
forever,” says Hudson. “That's why it's always nice to see 
MUP games reappear on new systems, and the iPad version 
in particular is really special to see. [Recently], | was 
playing it'on the plane, ona device thinner than a book. 
Seeing that people are able te enjoy Knights of the Old 
Republic in new ways, 10 years after its release, has been 
4 rewarding experience far mysell and the team.” 
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Knights of thee Old Ropublic is available 
Froan itunes ner! 





DENNIS MUKEN 
EFFECTS VISIONARY 


DENNIS MUREN WAS ONE THE VISUAL EFFECTS MASTERMINDS ON THE ORIGINAL S74R 
WARS TRILOGY, AND HAS WORKED ON MANY SUBSEQUENT ILM MOVIES. ALONG THE WAY, 
HE'S WON EIGHT OSCARS FOR VISUAL EFFECTS AND EARNED HIMSELF A STAR ON 
HOLLYWOOD'S WALK OF FAME. HERE, WE PRESENT A CLASSIC INTERVIEW CONDUCTED 
BY FORMER ILM MANAGER (1980 TO 1985) THOMAS G. SMITH FOR HIS 1984 DEL REY/ 
BALLANTINE BOOK /WOUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC: THE ART OF SPECIAL EFFECTS. 








ow did you gol started aGumiulating reading material, 

in visual effects? Monster magazine was a big thing lor ——— iii, 
This goes back to when All of ws ot (hat age, and (hrough that 

| was very FOUNg— magazine | met people Like Dave Allon 

probably sia or seven and Jim Qanforth [mow established — 

years old, | was visual eMects artists), You have to get 


lascinated by the spectacle and @ peer group and grow with it. 
the possibility of movies. | was 
eight or nine belore | realized 
they were actually made by 
people and that what | sae 
WSR eE Peally there, Thad wag 
exciting! | got amovie camera 
8 couple years ofber that. It was 
Witeraily a $10 camera, an Sram 
movie camera. lt onby had one 
lend, bul il ould shoot 
Slop-metion, Al first, le see 
what | shot, only had a film 
Wiewer wilh cranks to fun ihe 
film, but eventually | got a 
projector But even before 
that, [was playing wilh slides, 
by putting two slides together 
or scraping an them to see 
twa lrages superinpesed, 
Then, when | was. about 14 
peara old, my folks bought me 
23130 camera. That was a big 
deal. That camera had reflex 
whewing Liewing through ihe 
lens). Those Kinds of things are 
importand bor a kid if you get them 
él ihe right age, | shat an ati) iol 
of stuff with that camera and my 





Hew did you cone te knee ier? 
They adverticed in the magazine and 
| wrote to them. So | get to kmow a Lot 
af these kids amd thay wane i aoe 
of my movies and | was in theirs. We 
used Stall photographe and we pul & 
Sign in frond of the house: we called 
it seemething lke “The Movie Schence 















Fiction Exposition.” By then, Danforth 
was doing animation for feature files 
=he's owen of tight years olaer than 
me. Greaing up with people like Danforth 
and Allee | learned mal to accep! things 
how they are, but bo see if there's anather 
way of doing i. 









When did you make your film £guioor? 


friends helped me. We did Thal wae done the first year of college. 
Perspective stull with loregraund | guess Iwas about 17 or 18, Dave Alben 
ects that locked big in the frame. | did helped us. out and he consulted on it. 
Same pear projection stull around (hat 

line also, lopenta let of bine reading Did you take a class in cinema? 

books from the library in Glendale and lwasn't interested in film classes. | didn't 
Pasadens [Califarnial, so | wars like people judging of grading my work, 
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What was your major in in college? 
Business and advertising. | habed 
business, bul my Wolke said teey 
wanbed me to take the classes. 
twas interested in advertising 
because | warked oe commercials 
oncasionally af Cascade [ain 
advertising production studio in 
Las Angeles]. Dewnly had classes. beg 
or threc times a week, and the rest 
of the time (id ge inte Hollhparsad 
and see people. 


What happened to Equine? 

The version we did was about 

T1 minutes, and | sold it. The whole 
thing ended up costing about 55,000, 
Doutin about £5,000 amd we found 
an ineesior so we could add sound. 


Did you get your money back? 
Almost. I'm short maybe $1,000, 
which i fine with mee, | warbed to 
complete that project, gekit over with 
and get on to something else. |i got 
areal relgace, played ina theater, 
You know, for kids to see their movie 
ins theater, that’s a really big thing! 


Where did you work after you Left 
School and behare you were working 
on Shar Wears? 
lworked at Cascade with Phil 
Kelligon, 6 peal prorneer in vidsial 
afects. Cascada was the alfects 
house that did the Pullsbury 
Daughbey, There was ne effects 
work around in the early 7s. It 
was really grim. | was oul of work 
for about two years, irying ta gat 
another film project going with 
Jon Berg, | wert gad visited Dewg 
Trumbull and he did't have any 
work, but John Dykstra was there. 
Thal was the first tiene | iret John, 
[tried bo get indo Disney and 
there wasn't any work there. wery 
frustrating! | was juisk about ready 
to get out of fhe business—| was 
going ba ge inka medicine or 
something Waughs). | newer would 
hawe, but | was seriously thinking of 
leaving film, Then Phil left Cascade 
and wont to werk dar Sandler, 20 
Cascade hired me back, full tite as 


| their carmeraroan, This aloe allowed 


me ta get inte the cameraman's 
union. | had always warded to get 
leita he inion, But couldnt wit head 
a unbon job. | also wanted to work on 
beg felms. | had seen The Towering 
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Inferne and | wanted to werk on scanething 
koe that. So lwent to work at Cascade 
Studio. The company folded about a year 
later, bul Iwas now im the union. That wae 
when | heard Star Wars was going to 
happen and George Lucas was doing iL 
lalee heard that John Dykstra, Ja Taylor 
and Jim Danforth had talked to him about 
warking ona. but (hey didn’ think boo 
much of ag a project, They told Geerge, 
ou got to watch this and this and this. 
George said be wanted ba (brows things in 
{rant af ihe camera. Sol sort af lost interest 
inthe project. As Cascade was going to fold, 
| heard that John Dykstra finally gol ihe lar 
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Wars job. So | called him wp. He liked the 
idea that | had done stop-motion. He was 
planning on mation combrol and thowghit 
ihere was a correlation: both are “nen-real- 
time® thinking and he Liked that | had done 
that. He stil hadn't hired Richard Edlund at 
ihal tiene, Richard was working at Universal 
and | onty sar Bohm. 

So aboul thal time, John called me back 
and Gaid he wanted meio werk on Star 
Wars. There were taro groups at that time: 
Dowg Trumbulls group and John Dykstra’s, 
(didn’t krow anyone in the Trumbull group. 


auld you bell that Shar Wines wae going fo 
be something special? 

Moat people felt it would be a little picture. 
Wtwould dhe okay aid thal wars aboaut i. 

The one guy. the only guy. who thought this 
was going io be something really big was 
ihe ILM onal driver, The guy wiho ran tha 
‘errands. He said this is going to be a 
meancler hil, Everybody else, indlading me, 
liked the genre but thought Mt would fust be 
alittle movie. The script was really good. 
One of thee best scripts | had ever read. Bul 
Hithought, How can they de something five 
thes? lt seecved really bizarre. 


When Wie the firgl litne you ga 8 oul of 
Star Wars? 

Jaw one reel, the last reel. Bot when | saw 
ry Gar ShUPT, it wasnll the same. | didn't 
sec Star Mars as a movie. Filmes Iwe worked 
on are movies but they aren't real” movies. 
io me, Een when a filin is done, | have 
trouble seeing it as others will | see shots 
and ihink about the shooting. | see how they 
charged il from what | expected. Thay are 
plastic. When | was a kid and saw a film, it 
was like (hey were made in stone, 


What poes through your mind when pou're 
doing minlaluire prolograg hy? 

Well, ft starts out with the storyboard. 

The snow walker scene is a good example. 
You could a thal fie ways, bul you Rave 
fo realize there has to be a way for the 
animators. bo get in and manipulate the 
model oach frame fo animate i. in ander 
fo make that practical, you've got to make 
modifications here and there, Amd the final 
step it ihe lighting, which can also change 
the whole thing. You've got to know how it 
Should took, ye spend years of my lle 
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“THERE ARE SHOTS IN STAR WARS THAT HAVE 
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observing hone these things look —ypou know, 
the reflections off things and heow bright thee 
reflections are. | look at real things: for 
azample. in a slight Marin fog where | live, 
[bry te figure out fro it happens bo look the 
way it does. Fou doen't want bo shoot these 
things in smake, because smeke Isa 
problem with stop motion. The smoke will 
move around and mot slay the same frame 

to Tranmia. ft is. a mation of Light and haze. And 
so We pul up a bridal weil bo make it look like 
atmosphere, This is an ald stage trick and 

it works! 


You wore invetved tin the dovalopmant of 
go-motion [the process where a model is 
moved during exposiere, creating a blur, and 
where the mowements are combrotled wiih 
motorized rods attached to the object and 
programed Wah a computer), Tell me 
abet that. 

We attempted go-motion on Empire. We 

uted motion conirel for the major moves of 
the tauntaun. We had talked for years about 
this; Phil [Tippett], Jim Ganforth and me. 

We talked about how blurs help stop-motion, 
So we blurred the major movereents of the 
tauntaun wilh motion control, but rt still 
wasn | enough te ry satisfaction, 5a when 
we did Dragoasiayer (1781), Phil was talking 
About stop motion for the dragon and | said, 
“Stop mboblon bs jerky. Why dont we cry 
motorized red puppets?” So ve decided to 
bry ie program i, Gul we needed mere 
memory on ihe computer because thera 
were so many channels for all dhe rods. We 
modilied an Apple computer tor ihe moves, 
and then it was a learning process for Phil to 
learn how to do his. ovm programming. | was. 
lene -ComS TING, 


Isn't it possible to take the jerkiness out of 
the animation? 

Jim Danforth did some great stop motion for 
When Oinesaurs Ruled the Earth (1970) in the 


Tradvticnal way. Gul as far as.| bing, 
Dantorth wracs the only one whe could do it, 


heard Pha Tippekt say it is mot Ube Blur 

as much as itis the Lack of mistakes. 

Thal’s what is. That is 99 percent of if. The 
blur Felps but rent everything, We actually 
shota test of the dragon walking beeo ways: 
ame without ihe blurs and one with the Glurs. 
You could barely seo the difterence. The 
same thing goes for spaceships. lis more 
ihe dial-up speeds and the slow-down 
speeds. Let's just say with normal stop 
motion that ewery three frames you are 
Slightly of, That is eight times a second that 
you are off, And that's doing imoredibly well; 
doing 100 things without making 4 mistake. 
With go-motion you can go back, repeat it, 
and cormect it. 


So if you had to choose one of your works till 
now to be your best, would Oragonsiayer be 
your favaribe? 

Ibis like choosing a child, Gragonslayer was 
the most challenging and successful in some 
weys, But Cre gob ligile scenes here arid 
there that are amazing. There are shots in 
Star Wars that had never been dane before. 
ld ream heen if ard bry them eu, 


(Can you remember an example in 

Star Wars? 

When you're following along with a 
spaceship. lyeanied ome that locked like it 
was a hand-held chet with the camera net 
steady. | didn't ask to Go it. | dicin’s want to 
have fo corvings anybody te de it, sa | jue 
did it. | made it leok Like it was hand-held; 

| programmed the stars to mone thee way 
they should, lb wasn't any hander; i had te 
program the stars anyway. ft worked vere 
well and Later we ded ik quite & bo. In Jeol, 
thore tea lot of it and the look is asbonkehlng. 
That is the best capability of the motion 
conned Shull, It allows essentially one person 


Tey 5 | 


“1 LIKE SCENES WHERE THERE'S 
SOME SMOKE AND YOU CAN ALMOST 


SEE IT AND THEN IT CLEARS A LITTLE 


AND YOU CAN SEE SOME MORE.” 


lo aecemble a collage of sheis and -_ 
make it come out and loak like one 

thing, You couldnt de it it you had 

te doal with a craw on a sat, 


Which shots from Tie a 
Empire Strikes Gack are 
you particularly fond off 
To me, the asteroid 
sequence, | really like 
that, That's ane of 

my faworites. 


What else would you 

like to have on your sample reel? 

Well, we have the bike chase from Aefeorn 
of the Jeo? On those films you need 
something like that, some special and 
memorable scene. For me the bike chase 
is the highlight of the film. 


Whar about something from Indiana 
Janes aad the Temple of Doan? 

| really liked the mine car chase: Mike 
[Meister] shot it and did an eecellert job 
in figuring oul all (he details on it 


But you had a Lot of influence in allowing 
him to use the unsteady Mikon still camera 
rather than a traditional movie camera. 

| can't imagine many superiors who 
would allow such a low-bech depaniure! 
Yeah, but if] didn’t think it was going to 
work, if | felt Mike couldn't pull it off, 

| wouldn't have allowed it to be used. 

You Know, if you know your crew real well, 
fou can figure wars bo do it.and theyll 
come through, | wouldn't have trusbed 
anyone else. | learned this walching Doug 
Trumbull, Gowg weuld goon dhe set and 





tL mania 


setup the shot then go away. That gave 
him objectivity in the soreening room. |i 
you don't know the problems, then it is 
easber for you to tell the crew to do it over 
again. You dont think, G4 god, if | say that, 
then f ve gotdo do Nets and iat all over 
again. works great for Doug, but it is 
frusirating for me because | want to be 
outthere, pitching in and doing it. 


Whal's yaur feeling about the emerging 
digital technology that is coming along? 
How is ih going ta alfect you? 


a 
a 


ee 
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Well, Tiret they hae to pel mere mermery, 
When they get enough memory | think it 
is going to be great. 


What do you see yourself doing im ihe 
future? Would you direct another movie? 

| geet that cut cf mig with vy liegt tal, 
Equinox. The need to express something in 
me was. in ial file. 49 fer as. 4 lot of people 
soming my work, | had that with Star Wars, 
So I'm in an odd position of not kneveving! 

Al limes, | sort of Gon want todo much 
more, Then someone will come up valth 

a scene and I'll say, “Hey, there's another 
wai ee could do thes.” LL make af look alll 
documentary or all backlit or senethireg. 
[Ehasn't been done or done as cheaply. Pre 
Seen an drvlul lot of people wha have beoken 
away from wiswal effects and who have 
newer had the success they had again, 
[hon t want ba go threagh thal! think af 
all my struggling years. 

I'm pretty (hankhul for what's here, with 
thea envirenmdnt of ILM, You keriow they aie 
here to work and work: | couldn't do it on mp 
own, People came up wilh lhings | eouldin’y 


hai Reought of, FP iiried producing ar 
writing Limight mot be were good at it and it 
would be a serious. mistake to do. 


You've worked with Steven Spielberg and 
Georpe Lucas. How yould you compare 

the tens? 

[t's a hard question to answer. Steven 
depends on feedback from people he 
works wilh, perhaps toa greater exbent 
than George. Gut on the other hand, when 
we discusaed the bike chase in Jed and 
Iwas making suggestions, George just said, 
“Go ahead and just do at." Steven has never 
done that. George went back and redid & hal 
of if, but we had our chance When | come 
up ath anidesa, George will be thinking 
Blsaul what it i going io cost io dail He 
knows a lot about effects. While Steven may 
just say, Dot,” and he'll face what it costs 
later... a Learned ge much from George 
and fram Steven. 


What da you think about when you go te 
design a shot? 
There af oo many verishles—you can) pull 





SliSt Gul and aay, Well, (he camera sheild 
move... and it Should be at this speed and 
backlit...” [get into the mood of asking 
él hal point 6 this itt thee Tiba? Does this 
{itwith the environment? litis sort of am 
instinct. |awvork on it tll it just looks meaber. 
The warst thang is ba soa qveryihing 
You remember in the 1750s im Hollhrwood, 
films were Lf so you could $e everything. 
That's the worst thing. | like scones whore 
there's some smoke and you can almcst 
ee il ond ihen a clears & lille and you 
fan soe some more, Now you get into 
something like The Geoonber [1972], The 
Cealten Club (1988) or The Flock Stalin 
0379) and you just fall over when you st 
(hat. And we did it in the mine chase in 
Indians Jones and the Tene of Dawry (1984), 
Look at ome daily from that mine chase 
wilh the car shaking: one short shot. With 
#6 jee a lew gecerds long, you're 
thinking, Whals varong welf this? 
J cael see what's hagpening. Bult when 
ou pul the whole thing all together, it 
wares in contect. That's the kind of thing 


I Like, 
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DOUGLAS SMITH WAS A FRESH-FACED TEENAGER WHEN HE BEGAN WORK ON S/AR WARS. 
NOW AN OSCAR-WINNING VISUAL EFFECTS VETERAN, HE LOOKS BACK AT HIS EARLY DAYS 
ON A NEW HOPE. INTERVIEW BY CALUM WADDELL 








nold hand on numerous mega-budget 

black busters—incluiding Stare Trek: The 

Madiow Pichere (1979), Lifevoree [1784], Trae 

Lies (19941, and independence Dap (1996]—for 
which he wan an Academy Award—visual effects 
wizard Gouglas Smith remains busy im Hollpwood 
bo thas day. Mis very first credil, however, was as an 
ASsitan! cameraman an ihe mindatere and optical 
chfects unit for 1777s Star Wars: Episode |! A New 
Hope, a film for whith he sil canties some of his 
londes! career mermaries.., 

“My older brother worked with Gouglas Trumbull 
on é@ movie called Sent Runniag. begins Smith, 
radorring tothe 1972 sel-ti classic. “He actually 
got me a little bit of surmmer work, while | was still 
in high seheaol, doing same painting on 4 lew boxes 
that were being used as props. It was there that 
| came into contact with a couple of people wha 
went an bo play a big pari in Star Wors—rarreely 
John Oykstra and Bob Shepherd. Soa couple of years 
later | had graduated and | meeded a job really bad. 
lcalled John and Boab and they were sharting their 
own little workshop. Luckily, they needed a pair of 
hands to help oul—ond | god hired 25 a gopiver. | was 
sweeping Moors, delivering glull, that sort of thing, 
Anpway, | mentioned that | had done some still 
camerawork in school and | was hired fo help (hem 
on Star Mavs. | was just im the right place ad ihe 
right time.” 











“STAR WARS WAS WHERE 
| LEARNED TO LOAD A CAMERA, HOW 
TO WORK WITH LIGHTS, AND HOW 
NOT TO GET KILLED WHEN YOU HAVE 
TO BLOW SOMETHING UPI" 





Abaya: Doogie: 

Seth dering be 

taleial dwoling AL first, Smith admits, he felt quite over his head 
with the daunting tasks that faced them... 

“(was pul ofa lhtes-person anil wae myself, 
Jamic Sheourt, and Gon Trumbull, who was the father 
of Douglas. We were working on the photography of 
the miniature oflects and Iwas still a protty iqnerant 
kid to be honest [Laughs]. Bui Stor Wars was where 
—Foith & io Be el | Learned how bo logd a carers, how to work with 
of tha pheve ia the lights, and how ba neat get killed when you have 
Stined shal bo blow something up. | remember that neat 
bo our $lage were Dennis Muren and Ken Ralston 
Abswe: The iar working tagether, The crows were neally bare 
Derhoyer edd. minimum on that file.” 

Despite enormous diffeoullies in geiting the 
fim made, Smith states that he had only minimal 
experience of (he behind-the-scenes tension during 
[he making ef the mene 

“Donly saw it from a distance,” he admits. “) think 
it was because Har Mars hed a lot of mechanical stull 
lo be dane and Gearge was asking far thirgs that hae 
newer been built before. | know that dhe crew had 
missed 4 lol of deadlines bul, because | was do junior, 
[Ware Hot inwalod with what was galid or what ihe 
schedule was supposed to be. | recall that ILM was 
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Supposed fo shoot a whole bunch of plate 
backgrounds [for on-set photography] 
ond that dade’ pel dene, $0 they had ba 
us# bluescrean instead. Originally, it was 
going to be front projection and back 
prajeclion, using these big plates, bul the 
bluescrean actually gave lt more flexibility, 
That pressure to get so much done so 
quickly made fora really tense operation 
“also saw some anxious interachion 
amongst crewmembers as the deadlines 
were Approaching; 1 did bow ewer al lines 
Lknee Richard Edlund had a lot of studd 
rejected from George and he was pretty 
upeot by thad, Ewentually, though, it all 
worked oul. George even spent an entire 
week with Richard and myself qaing 
through everything cheat by shot an we 
were working on it. That was my closest 
working experience wilh him and it was 
great. He went over the dogfight footage 
with us alter we get the black-and-white 
lest footage back and explained eerything 
he wanted. 1 was a fun learning 
experience for me.” 

Warking wilh mentature elleeds for 
weeks on end, shut away on a sound 
stage, Smith also reveals that he had 
enly minienal interaction with the 
movie's cask... 

“Before they went bo England, the cast 
came thraugh the building to gay halle, 
but | don't remember much because we 


werd allo busy and preaccupied, Sore 

of the crewmembers got dressed up im 
eomiurnes, eo they could be in the end 

al the filen. The ene in the Death Star, 
fefore it blows up, are all ILM people having 
game hun Gur visi elects tegen alse lad 
to go oul ard de some second unit stult in 
the desert. George asked us bo do some 

ad ddignal shooting for the Jawad arrival, 
That was when | first met Mark Hamill, 


and it was right adber his car accident. 
dinthory Daniels eas there foo.” 

Interestingly, Smith reweals that Lucas 
claimed that Star Movs would be a one-time 
anil undertaking alter ihe challenges of ihe 
shoot had been completed! 


“GEORGE LUC 
WIPED OUT [FR it 
OF THE MOVIE] AND SAID HE 
WAS WN EVER | (3 50 OING TO DO 
ANOTHER exEEGTS FILM [ 
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“Hic was wiped cut and he said he was 
never paing io @o snether effects film,” 
Laieghs Smith, But, af course, he changed 
his mind. | went on towork with John 
Dykstra an Star Treas The Malo Pture, 
But everything | laarned came from haing 
on Sar Wors. owas really fun period in 
my life,” 

Moreover, Smith's sense of achievernent 
wae cemented when he attended the 
Brerniene of thee soon-ba-be-legerd ary 
SRa0t Opera and gol to sec how visual 
elfects were Sboul to allered forever... 

“was Mamibasiic, Ibs am genie iba 
has never been repeated by any movie 
(have worked on since, Inside the thepler 
there was this big sense of anticipation 
and to the surprise of eweryone they 
rand Marvin ihe Marian carican before 
thee nower! 1 really took the edge off the 
audsence. Then ihe movie played and 
there was Uhis long landing eralian 
when it endad. “i 
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(JEON ) 
ACADEMS 


ed) Academy is a different kind of 

work fram Jefiney Brown's twa 

provicus Star Wars books—Dantit 

Vader and Son and Vader's Little 
Printess, (or a couple of main reads, 
Firstly, i's almed af a younger audience, 
and secondly, it's an ongoing story itis 
fold in a mix of styles ehieh will be 
familiar to Jefirey Brown fans—dlary 
enbries, comic page anecdotes, efc.—so 
il has a wide appeal. 

The story follows a year in the lide of 
young Roan Hovachez a2 he enters & new 
school—=the Jod| Academy! Thane, he 
struggles to find his feet, gets to know 
the Forte, 4nd makes new friends—and 
emomios, too. 

We chatted with writer/artist Jeffrey 
Brown about ihe new book ane he 
also provided some exclusive, unused 
images [plus some never-before- 
Published personal images! aang 
with his comments on each one_. 


“I HAD NO IDEA 
HOW MUCH PEOPLE 
WOULD ENJOY MY 

[STAR WARS] 
BOOKS, ESPECIALLY 
KIDS.” 


Jettrey Browns I'm still curprised—| 
thought they'd be well recemed, but had 
ne ited how Auch people would enjey 
them, especially kids. | tried to hit just 
the right tone between funny and sweel, 
and ihe response makes me feel like | die, 


My editer at Lucasfilm on Garth Vader 
and Son, J. WW. Ringler, suggesbed me as 
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the perect person for the project [etch 
Locasiim director of pubtichieg Car 
Roeder had pitched to Scholestic—eo]. 
Scholastic gave me a call, and we Lalked 
about what the book would be Wke—a mle 
of comics, teat, and illustrations. | was. 
excied te have (he appertunaty, 


The biggest challenge was finding a new 
working process—there was a lol more 
editorial involvement im this book, amd lt 
tock constant attention to make sure the 
Slory of Padawan Roan Nowcher wad. 
entertaining and cohesive. The way of 
telling the story through such a wide mix 
of farmais —comics, journal entries, 


“I TRIED TO 
CONSTANTLY THINK 
BACK TO MY OWN 
LIFE WHEN I WAS 

IN MIDDLE SCHOOL.” 


school newapapers, class notes, lethers— 
would have been a challenge, bf lf wasn't 
also 50 much fun! | also tried to comstantly 
think back to ey caves lite vehen | vas in 
middie school and recapture some of 
those feelings. 


He jan‘t, although theres cecainly a lot 
of myself in him. 


| definitely used some of my own 
eaperiences for inspiration—| worked 
of the school newspaper, and theres a 
few incidents that really happened to me 
Inone with lightsabers, though. 


| always tole | was a little oblivious or out 
of place, but looking back, | think a lot of 
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“The seep pose we epee with etyles for draeige that weve 
reprosent photeqaphs in tee book, We settled on 9S fo gag thos crmsiras 3 
different textural foal, while haesing in tune with fhe reat of fhe book.” 
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JEDI ACAPEMY STVeENT 
COUNCIL MEETING 


A Special Repord for the 
Fadawaa Observer 
By Roan Woyacher 
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ri - twas a summer's day on Florrum, which meant the 
sal plains were baking, the generators were overloaded, 
and the last place Hondo Ohnaka wanted to be was 
amessy office crowded with unwashed Weequay 
pirates, And on top af everything else, ihe holoprejector 
rehused fo work mo matber how many times the pirate boss 
ll whacked it with his ist. 

“Master, youre hitting ihe afl switeh,” ebjeched £4-27R. 
attempting to squeeze between the leathery-skinned Finn 
Tegoiash and Goru,. Teqotash, annoyed, shoved the bug-eyed 
Prolecel dreid inte Goru, who threalened the hapless 
mechanical with immediate disassembly. 

“Four-aye, 44 doen 44 pou re dene pravaking the 
geniloren well got down bo buniness,” Honmde sald. 

One of Mondo's blows conmected with the activation 
SWiER, and lhe pirates hooted apprecialively al he glossy, 
reedbesnosed liner that mow hung in the air abowe his desk. 

“Gur target is the Satin Mariner, traveling from Lianna 
to Batajel,” Hondo gaid, “A C-One liner with eighteen 
passengers in first class, enjoying the finest hospitality 
that Salin Excursions has to offer.” 

Hende raised his goggles and grinned, 

“Oh, the sights they'll see along the fabulous Salin! The 
Fire Ragids of Macuma! The Carpastor Comet Swarm! And 
at the end, a few lecky ones will visit the plains of Flerrum 
and get an up-close look ata real working pirate base!” 

Mast af the pirates laughed and cheered—only Honda's 
hasty warning kept Dagu Flask from firing ace#lebratory 
pistol shot into the light fixture. But a few of the Weequays 
lenked Gurl sed, 

“The trip ta Florrum will come after we kidnap them 
from the ship and hold them for ransam,” Mondo sad, 
mere Slowwty Unis. tier, 

How eweryone was 
cheering—including 
the Kowakian monkey- 
lizard Pilf Mukmuk, 
ceékling merrily Free 
his usual perch on 
Honde's shoulder. 

“Be 4 pleasure 
blererin’ a heal in dha 
preity boat,” the massive 
Gora granted, “We'll abap 
her dead, then plunder 
her at our leisure!” 

Handle cut short ihe cheers, 

“Whoa now—an operation like this requires subtlety 
and finesse. We shall select our quesis through personal 
Inspection during the cruise. Once we have then picked 
out, we'll arrange a diversion, bring the Mariner to a halt, 
and be in and out before sector Law enforcement can arrive.” 

“But | wanted ta blow a hole in ‘or, grumbled Geru. 

“Who's gonna pick the Lucky passengers, boss?" 

asked Tegolash., 

“Ah,” Hemdo sald. “For that job we'll need semoone 
sophisticated and cultured, arcfined traveler who can 
Head in wilh the upger-erusl of galactic society,” 

The pirates looked baffled. 

“Hey, I'm talking about myself of course,” Mondo saéd. 
“Behold Rende Rogada, import-export magnate and 
art collector!” 

“But boss, won't you need backup to take the hostages?” 
asked Flask. 

‘ “Our associate af Salin Excursions has arranged for 
q three slols aboard the Marner. Turk and Pot will be joining 
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HIS WELL-APPC 
2 HIS LIKING, HONDO 
ARRANGED FOR A PEDICURE— 
THE BETTER TO SHOW OFF HIS 

GABERWOOL SLIPPERS. 








The pirates stared enviously at Turk Falso and Peg Leg Piit. 

“Now thal some high-clasa piratio ” Sabo said, then 
began to guia. “Imagine ol Pilt here decked out in the 
finery of a Sakiyan princess!” 

Pill tossed her pigtail, allended, “lelean up jes’ fine, 
Unlike a grimy spice-goblin Like yersell.” 

Hondo whistled to cut short the resulting argqumenc h 
“Alas! There is only one opening in first class. Turk and 
Piit shall be posing as crew, and assisting me—nmo doubt 
heroically—from belowdecks.~ 

“Bolowdecke?” Turk wailed, jew frills drooping, 

“Belowdecks,” Hondo said. “Sanitation, to be specific.” 


Honda straightened he lines of hic black welvel double, 
buffed his crystal monocte on his sleeve, then stepped 
ole the promenade deck of the Sala Mariner, Outside the 
transparistee, windows, the churning chaos of hyperspace 
swirled and seethed. But inside, a quartet from Far Qostany 
was playing a stately wallz, while liveried attendants 
hovered around the three tables, bringing cocktails and 
trays of dainiies. 

“Mr, Rosada? asked a young human tomale wearing 
the ship's Livery. “four tablemates are already awaiting you, 
Sir, dnd can | pet you samething from the bar? Perhaps & 
Corellian Reserve?” 

“Splendid,” Hondo said, blinking sleepily. Finding his 
well-agpainted suite ta his liking, he'd arranged fora 
pedicuro—the better ba show ofl his gaberevoel slippars— 
and then enjoyed a long aftermoon nap beteeen shimmersilk 
Sheela, “In lech, my blogsam, Let's make 4 4a deuble! 
fim celebrating!” 

“A double it is,” the attendant said with a smile, pulling 
oul a chair al the center table, “Ard here you are, sir” 
= Hondo setiled 

hiengel fin his chaer 

MTER and Board at his 
= tablemates—a blue- 
skinned, nedr-hurman 
young Wreanian female ee 
and a fat older male Saas 
ina Margen owercesl; 
a balding, boarded : 
and horned Goial: 
4 gfumpy-looking 
Siniteon with beady 
eyes and a bald head that looked like an exposed brain; 
and 2 salmen-skinned Bieall wearing jeweled clasps on 
his swiveling eyestalks. 

“A fine evening to you all, gentlebeings,” Hondo said. 
“Lar Rondo Rosada, lrom—GREAT MOTHER OF QUAY, 
| AM BEING GEVOURED! 

Hondo hepped away fram the table, one alippered foot 
In hig Hane, 

“Got your toes licked, did you?,” asked the older 
Wraonian, thuckling. “Higgs and Twiggs were just saying 
hello. Comer ut, you maughty boys! 

He lifted the tablecloth and two long, green-furred heads 
Appeared, purple tongues Miching a4 the air. 

Daddy lowes his Kebarian swamp dogs almost as much 
as he loves me, simpered the Wroonian female. Higgaie and 
Tang gsie are show deg3—4 wedding present for me and 
my fiance. 

“Worth a forbune.” her father said. “Part of my darling 
Polls dowry, The marriage is arranged, of course¢—we re 
nok Commoners.” | 

Hondo sat down again, waving away the aliendants’ \ | 
hands arching his doublet, and tucked his slipporid feat r 
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aalely behind the legs af his chair, His brandy arrived, and 

Over appetizers he met his tablemates. The Wroonians were 
Pel! Pachoola and her father Furne, on her way to Botajed for 
her nuptials, The Siniteen, Sibs Monehan, was an entrepreneur 
whe designed HoloNed interfaces, while the Bivall was Usk 
Hatta, who proudly proclaimed himseld the Largest over of 
commercial real estale on Pretobranch, The Gelal. Dix Tartait, 
grunted that he was a small businessman and resumed a 
iruculent silence, 

“And what de you da, Rosadal” asked Fume, making kissing 
noises as he fed giblets to Higgs and Twiggs. 

“Dh, | dabbles” Hendo said, sipnaling for anclher brandy. 
“Dmpart=axport, shipping and, ah, personnal acquisitions. Its 
net much, but it's enough to pay for the occasional pampering 
like this,” 

“Don t werk myseli,~ Furnes muttered, brushing a speck off 
his long coat. “Grandfather's 
lertune spared me 
the indignity. Find the 
idea demeaning.” 

“Speak for yoursell,” 
grumbled Monchan without 
looking up from his datapad. 
“Ely lire, Monshantles, 
cleared hall a billion 
credits in nel profit last 
fiscal quarter. Our initial 
public offering hits the 
Mileva Stock Exchange 
newt meonth. Al the product 
of hard work and wision. 

“Labviausly hawen't 
warked enough, Hadta said. “You may feel pampered, Mr. 
Posada, but | am mot impressed by cur accommodations. The 
cabing are practically thirmadbare, the holos are last manih’s, 
and while the bottles say Corellian Reserve, what they're 
pouring is Wasarian” 

“hike Vagarian,” the Gotal grunted, 

“Agree—this cruise is like camping.” Fume grunted. 
“Atleast we're mot lasing the common towel.” 

His tablamates chuckled and Hondo glowered at his bramdy 
as aitendands appeared with covered dishes. Me decided mot 
16 295e86 [he jellied gherks until intormed of their Geliciancies, 

Hondo realized his napkin was still on the table and cwopl 
it into his lap. ft seemed like there were dar too many fork&s— 
goodness, the lable wag covered with ham—and he peered 
over at Pell, waiting bo see which utensil she picked up. But 
she was warbling at her father about floral arrangements, 
whilo Hatfa and Monchan wore arguing about Trade Federation 
excise taxes. Nobody was eating, or showing any signs of doing 
aa, Hondo's stomach rumbled, 

Cloarly this called for another brandy, whatever the quality. 


SOMETHING 
N THE CHEST, 


The nest morning, his cabin spinning, Hondo staggered 
inte ihe refresher’s sanisteam, where be decided after same 
debate not to drown himself. He donned his green velvet 
doublet, searched half-heartedly lor his missing moneeleand 
made his way tentatively bo the Mariner's Vista Walk, cringing 
ateach shockingly toud greeting from various allendants. 

Outside the viewports, hyperspace wae bright and 
nauseating. He checked fo see he was alone and extracted 
his combination camlink and locator. The device was bop of 
the Ling, desegned to gend an anerypted signal te Gory and 
the trailer ships. 

Goru andwered alonce, and ot a deplorable yolurme. 

“Lauder=thay might not haw heard you on Coruscant,” 
Hondo said. “We'll stop the ship tomorrow night—afber dinner 
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of course, Are the mass mines ready for deglayment?” 

“Yoah, boss,” Goruw said, more quietly this time. “They ll 
haul ‘er right out of hyperspace. But we's having treuble finding 
suilable medic urifarins,” 

Hondo sighed. “Uniforms? Why do pou need uniforms? 
Once you re aboard the ship you re allowed tobe pirates! Paint 
one of the altaeh shuttles in emergency-response folerg. and 
mee morine the script! gave you. You remember, the one about 
fhe quarantine on Phindas Goru? Are you listening?” 

“We could judi blow a hale in ihe ship,” Goru said plaintively, 

Hondo sighed and leaned against the viewport, thinking 
hed rest his eyes fer a momenk Then someihing Bik him 
in tha chast, sending him staggaring inte the path of an 
exuberantly fleshed Ruebegni matron who honked in alarm. 

“HIGGSIE! BD HIGGSIE 

“fume Shak’s matbock! What fresh hell ls this?” yelped 
Honda, as ihe Kobarian swamp 
dog leapt en Bir again, lash 
trailing usebessly. His comlink 
flew out of his hand and Higgs 
shatchoed it trom the air ag 
Hondo fell on his backside. 

“Higgsie! Sit this instant!” 
commanded Pelt, 

Higgs belched and 
obediently settled on his 
haunches, while Twiggs 
began to lick Hondo's face 
with long swipes. 

“Twiggsie! Sit!” Pel said. 
“The boys are just glad to see 
you, Mr, Resada! ard oo ari of 
You were so funny last night! You kept pinching my cheeks and 
saying |was precious!” 

Honda rece shakily, offering the camlink-dewauring 
Higgs a murderous glance. “Well, so you are, my Little 
blue dumpling.” 

Pelt tithered and shook a linger at Hondo. You said you 
wanted to kidnap me and hold me for ransom! | don't think 
my fiance would like thal very much, Mr Rosada! 

“An,” Hondo said. “Heh. You shouldn't listen ta dinmer-party 
chatter—if il go to your prety cerulean head.” 

“Dyer degsert you aAngunced you adored the aatire lable 
and planned to kidnap us all!” Poll caid. “That was before 
you decided if wae time io speak to the band.” 

“Speak to the hand?” Honda asked, 

“Oh yes! You announced that if you had to suilfer through 
another dull minwet you'd seize the helm and fly ws into the 
nearest Gun, Thom you throw a stack of credit chips at the 
band and ordered them to play nothing but scrak and smazzo. 
You newer ssid wou could dance, Mr Aosadal™ 

“Lhave boon known to cut arog or two said Hondo, 
wandering over bo give Higgs an experimental smack im 
fhe ribs, 

“DIL say! You put on quite a show—well, a1 least undil 
you catapulted Darve Malitikis into the dessert cart. But 
fhe surgeon say9 her shoulder willbe good 43 few.” 

Higgs, tired of being thumped, growled at Hondo. 

“Easy, Mr. Rosada—Higgsie isn't adrum!” Pelf said. 

“Well, | have party appetizers to pack oul. See you af lunch!” 


Hondo arrived as lunch was ending. his thunderous 
hesdache reduced ta a dull thege by a lale-marning nap and 
accarafe of cad. The banquet hall fell s@ent as he walked im, 
and the quartet missed 4 cue. Then the chather picked up 
again dred thee musicians pluated inte 2 cuniny waltz, Glowering, 
Hondo stalked to his seat. The Pachoolas were arguing about 


imalalinas, while Higgs and Twiggs shored comlentedly in 
the aisle. 

“Hh, Mr. Rosada,” Monchan said with a smile Hondo 
found slightly mocking. “Wek and I were just discussing 
union troubles. ie figured a culbured businessman such as 


yourself must have an interesting take on employee relations.” 


Hondo decided bee things right then and there: He wasn't 
inthe mood to be mocked, and he was doubling the ransom 
on Monchan and Haff. 

“Get yoursell a gundark,” he growled. “You want an 
established matriarch—as in every culture, they're the 
meanest, Take the travblemaker wilh the least talent and 
theow him in the hole with her while eweryone else watches, 
After she’s torn off his arms, complaints will magically cease.” 


“We're speaking metaphorically of course,” said Diz Tartait, 


“Miiaphors, bah—| aim a man of action!” Hondo said, 
bringing one fist down on the table and making the excess 
forks jWirip. 

The surly Gotal smiled, showing his Mat yellow teeth. 

“| distribute liguer and spirits—my berrilary covers five 
fectors, A gundark would prove wselul an pales calls,” 

The female attendant appeared at Homdo's side. “Mr. 
Rosada! Whst an eventful cruise you've had So far, sort" 

“Eventful? Hoh! len just trping te koa things lnterosting,~ 

“We'we arranged a surprise—a holographic eahibition of 





Salle paintings aver dessert, New den be bashliel, Mr, Resada! 
You did say on your passenger questionnaire that you were 
an expert on Saffa paintings!” 

Awailer tripped over one of lhe swarm dogs, sending 
a turcen lying. 

Monchan stared at Hondo. “Sala paintings? Really? You 
dent seam the type, Mr, Posada” 

“Oh, | habe to brag. Humility is a virtue—that's what Mom 
Laugh mes 

“Fm sure,” Manchan said. He whispered something te 
Hala, who smirked. 

Three attendants quided in levitating lenminals diealoaying 
shimmering paintings, all slashing lines and whorls and colors 
that made Hondo's head hurt worse. 

“Dah, preity,” Pell aaid, peering Jt lhe painting, 

Hondo cursed whatever whim had brought Sata paintings 
inte his brain when confronted with the empty spaces of 
Uhe questionnaire, Bul then the talk af art reminded him 
of an annoying Nouane philosopher Sabo had grabbed off 
6 passing liner: 

“Swamp dog gat your tenque, Mr, Rosada?” asked Monchan 
“Please, enlighben us about what we're looking ai.* 

Sabo had lacked stunned when Hondo explained thai fancy 
talk didet meana belng had ben credits ba rub bagether, while 
the philosopher's babbling had proved 50 annoying that he 
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really had wound up in agundark hole, But what had been 
his mame? Hondo couldn't remember. 

“Min, Rogadal” Manchan inquired, “lashed il pou recognized 
the period of this Sata painting.” 

Hondo decided bo triple the ransom on Monchan. 

“Your question, Me, Mionchan, reveals the dillerance 
between Looking at art and understanding it,” Hondo 
harrumphed, “Whai period is this? What medium is that? 
These annaying Little tacts arg net knowledge, ar wladorn! 
They are just noise! Which is the opposite of appreciation! 
Pell. look at (his painting here. Tell me what you see, my 
dalactable azure cupcake.” 

“Lim, it's red? Red and green and squiggly! Is it a deek-pa- 
neek oul tor a swim? 

“Ha=there you hawe it, Monchan,” Hondo said, A what= 
she-said out dor a swim. That is artistic sensitivity - mot your 
Scavenger hunt for facts, You agked me ta emplain Salla 
paintings and | cannot—for me one can! But I'm afraid Satta 
paintings have done an excellent job of explaining you.” 

Morchan blinked al Hondo, whe folded his arms and leaned 
back in his chair, smiling. 

Then Pell began to shriek, adem exlended, mouth a horrified 0, 

“Whe is that?” she squeaked, pointing ata werman on ihe other 
side of the room in an elaborate orange dress that reminded 
Honde of 4 carnivorous might-lowver from Farlonis Minor 

“Why Miss Pachoola, that’s tha Mariser’s apprentice pastry 
chef,” the attendant said. “She's just bringing in the new 
degeert cari” 

“OADOVE wailed Pell. "HER ORESS! ITS THE SAME DRESS 
45 THE BRIDESMAIDS! 

The sleeve af Fumes maroon coal was instantly wel with 
tears. He whispered) 
samething cansoling 
te his daughter. 

“AO, IT WILL NOT 
BE ALL RIGHT! A 
PASTRY CHEF OW A 
THIAD-RATE LINER 15 
WEARING THE SAME 
DRESS 45 My 
BRIDESMAIDS!" 

“Apprentice pastry 
chet,” Hondo said 
helpfully, signaling 
Jer a braredy, 

“MAKE IT STOP, 
DADDY! MAKE HER GO AWAY FOREVER! 

Higgs and Twiggs roused thamselves and Bogan ta howl, 
Hondo plugged that ear with a finger and leaned across ihe 
{able to Dix Tarfait. “Liquor distributor, eh? 


A FLUNG CR 


pele 


With Pelf still in distress, Hondo volunteered to take 
Higgs and Twiggs far their alernoon consiautional aroured 
ihe Vista Walk, The swamp dogs albernabed snuffilng at things 
and leaping on Hondo, whe fended them off with Huttese 
imprecatians while wailing ler the steward la arrive, 

Hondo decided mat to kidnap Pelf—the thought of her 
shrieking ina cell on Florrum made his head pound all ower 
again, But Tarfait would make a fire substitute. 4 liguar 
distributor, a ¥éroonian aristocrat, a Holohict magnate and 
a real-estate mogul—yes, those four would do nicely. ow 
i only the idiat sheward would ghake a leg and— 

“Pir. Rosada?® asked a young, geggle-eyed human in 
Mariner livery. ”| heard pour animal companion needs 
an ermiatig?” 

“Urgenty,” Hondo said, taking the vial and slipping the 
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sheward a credit. “Always eating things he shouldnt! Higgs, 
you rascal— didn't | tell you your tummy would pet you 
inte trowble?” 

He wasn't sure how one convinced a Kobarian swamp 
dog to fake medicine, bul the vo beasts spotted the vial 
and darted to yip eagerly, Ronde treed to remember whieh 
was Higgs and which was Twiggs, then threw up his hands. 

“Whatam |, a veterinarian? he asked, uncapping the vial 
and emplying il an the tloor, 

Higgs and Twiggs lapped up the emetic, then wagged their 
Lails and licked (heir chops. Mething happened for 4 minube oe 
$0, but thon the hwo swamp dogs stappod swishing their tails, 
looking more puzzled than usual. 4 moment Later, Hondo had 
reireaied to lhe end of the leashes, eyes squeezed shut, while 
the other passengers were Reeing the Wista Walk as if a gang 
of Merson slavers had just smashed through the viewports. 

Hendo opened one watering aye wide @nough to spol his 
gleaming comlink in the mess regurgitated by Higgs and 
Twiggs, ¢vho hung ther heads spologetically. He took a step 
lerward, one hand fumbling in front of him, then Began te gag. 

“What do those people feed you?" Hondo gasped. “Mynock 
knuckles marinated in speeder lubricant?” 

That was il; Pure and his valuable swamp dogs were 
slaying behind too. Higgs and Twiggs digestive Muids might 
reader hall of Flonrum uninhabitable, 

Hendo spotted the heorrified=Loako my sboward om the other 
side of the Vista Walk, platting his getavvay. 

“Bort sland there like 4 stunned nell” he yelled, enapping 
his fingers. “Call Sanitation!” 


“Did yeu hear thal?” demanded Tartait, “Wawe core out 

of hyperspace,” 

“Pim sure it’s routine,” Honda 
Bald With a yar, 

He was almost sorry that 
his dire with his Lablermates. 
was ending, Had spant the 
third day not fretting about 
forks, mot allowing Peli's 
meolidowns fe jangle hls 
nerves, nor dissecting 
Monchan's quetlians lar 
concmabed insults. Imstoad, 
he'd strolled the Vista Walk 
and napped and bold Parla 
the Hutt stories and dined 
and had many refills of Vasarian, which he decided he liked 
jucet Tire, 

And now it was all ending, he thought, checking 
his chronometer, 

Heim, lin fact, iit should haw started ending already. 

Honde excused himeell and ducked into ihe refresher, where 
4dotehul abendant in Meriner livery was Sationed by the sank. 

“Is the very concept of privacy ealine!?* Honda demanded. 
“Shoo! 

“TVs my job” the altendanl abjected. 

“Behold the miracle of opposable thumbs! That means 
[can wash my oan hands and pet my own Cardellian mint!” 

A flung credi® chip haslened he atlerdanls depariure 
and Hondo extracted his combink—which still bore a disagrecable 
whiff of swamp dog stomach. 

“Goru? What's taking gq long?” 

“Mines fired as planmed, boss,” Goru said. “But the captain 
int allowin’ ws on board, Think Ae don't believe us” 

“Lares ee thing I dislike Isa shagbie, Did you holbow 
the script?" 





“Well some pages got lost, so mean’ Gearm improvised.” 
“What have | ield you aboul improvising?” 

Goru sounded alarmed, “Boss! Sector torces are inbound!” 
Hondo sighed. “Wil take the captives outin an escape pod.” 
“Bul the diversign—~ 

“Dh, just blow a hole in the ship.” 


Wher lhe Maaner shuddered, Hands was ready. 

“That was a missile impact or lm a bantha cub,” tee said, 
finishing his brandy. “Everyone follow me. Quickly and quietly 
=Lel's nol cause a panic.” 

Tartait was on his feet. Pelt gasped and then clapped a hand 
over her mouth. Monchan and Halla exchanged a worried look. 

“Aedhing to foar, goniles—ovenbedy romain calm while 
| itwestigabe,” he bold the rest of the first-class passengers, then 
Lowered his voice, Make for ihe escape pods in the starboard 
companbanweay.~ 

To Hondo's annoyance, Pelf clamped herseli onto his 
arm, eyes wide wilh terror, Sensing her distress, Higgs 
and Twiggs began howling. 

Hondo thumbed open the escape pod hatch. in the 
digtance, he heard shouting and foalsleps. 

“Mir. Tartait, follow me to frecdom!” he said, seizing 
the startled Gotal and flinging him inte the pod. ~Monchan! 
Halla! Make haste!” 

“Eject into a combat zone?" Monchan asked. “Are you 
mad? I'm heading for the safe room ot Junction Besh.” 

“At aia 1,” Halla saad, 

“Ao time to argue!” Hondo said. 

“Agreed,” Manchan said, “So long, Rasada.” 

“You're right=take Miss Pachoola with you,” Honda sald, 


“That screeching lunatic?” Monchan said over 
his shaulder, She's your probler,” 

“Dwant off this ship!” Pelf wailed. “Women 
and children first!" 

“Rell, my sapphire traagurea—" Honds 
began, but Pell had already scrambled into 
the pod. 

Higgs and Twiggs began te bark, Turning, 
Hondo spotted Turk and Piit hustling doven 
the passageway, pistals raised. Belare Handa 
eould call aut to them, they dodged around 
Monchan and Malta. 

“Ae! Step Lhode feo!” Hands yelled, 

“No time, boss!” Turk yelled, “The captain's 
handed out weapons! 4nd Sector Patrol just 
came out of hyperspace, Run for etl” 

Turk and Piit pushed past him into the now 
crowded pod. Scowling, Hondo followed them. 
Furié, epee wild, remained in the corridar with 
Higgs and Twiggs. 

“Pell” Hondo yelled. “Stay with 
your father!” 

“AG! DADDY! DON'T LEAVE ME!" 

“Let me aul!” complained Tarlait. 

“Turk!” Henda yelled, “Hit ajact!~ 

A frantic Pure shoved his way into the 
ped, Horde tried fa push Bim Baek aul inte 
the corridor, anly to be knocked flat by Higgs 
and Twiggs, who pinned him down and began 
ta Lick his lace 

“Turk, hit eject,” Honde said with a sigh, 
activating his comlink. 

The pod racketod away trom the Satin 
Mariner, them began to tumble. 

“We made it!” Pell sereeched, “lhoape Higgsdie and 
Triggsie dant get space-sick!” 

“Oh no,” Hondo said. 


Honde and Turk walched as the freeghter disappeared 
inta the sky abowe Florrum. The captain who'd delivered 
the Vasarian brandy had protested mightily when ardered 
to take Fume, Pol! and two swamp dogs in addition ta 
Tarfait, but an impressive number of guns aimed in his 
direction had halted his complainis, 

“How many credits did we pay and how much time cid 
we waste in exchange for eight cases of grog?” asked 
Turk disgusiedly, 

“Bah—math és for schoolboys and accountants, mot dashing 
pirstes Like ws,” Hondo said, 

The girls tance said we could keep her, The old man sald 
he'd rather die here than pay ws. The swamp dogs ate ten kilos 
a day. And the Gotal lied about having money, 

“Hey, hee was rich enough te fetch eight cases of grog,” 
Mondo said. “Plus Mr. Pachoola was persuaded to leave behind 
this eacellent avercoag.” 

“| forget about yor fancy garment,” Turk smerted. 

“Guess that makes this a triumph, then.” 

“The dillerente belvean you aad mea, Tirk, is thal | aim 
a boundless optimist,” Hondo said. “Today, Florrum—and this 
coat, and this greg. Tamoerrow, the Sars!” 

Ver an oplimist because yeh didn’t have to work Sanitation, 
Or clean up swamp-dog sick.” 

“Try nekic live in lhe past, Turk,” Hondo said. “It's bad for 
yur dispercitian,” abe 
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AB the help of a graup ef bounky 
hunters. Darth Vader searches 
for the rebel pilot whose 
Sbilities with (he Forte helped 
ba destroy the first Daath Star, The 
Dark Lord discovers through torture 
and onlerragalion Lhe pelets name— 
Skywalker. Having discowercd this 
all-important information, and what it 
mead, Vader gels aboul HMaying all whe 
heard it, driven by his rage to Kill even 
the non-sentient songbirds that echo 
the name without thinking 


WHY IT’S A CLASSIC: 


Vador Is really a tragic figure in Star Wars. 
4s the story unfolds we learned he was 
once an idealist young Jedi who in trang 
to hold on te what he lowed most lost 
everything and fell to the dark side. 

The paihos af his silialion is especially 
witnessed lin this comic when Vader gives 
in to his feelings after hearing the name 
Skywalker, I's perhaps ihe first sign bo 
Vader that Darth Sidious lied to him whem 
he said that Vader had killed his wile, 
Padme, belere she gawe barth, I's the 
first glimmer of hope that the family he 
thought was taken from him setuslly lives 
on in come form, The aehoing of the name 
Skywalker, of course, fen't just about 


rem (MSIDER 


Vader's. sons maeree: ils Slo 6 haunling 
reminder of who Vader once was, the 
Jedi Anakin Skywalker. [t's notable that 
Vader Keeps whal he discovers 4 secred 
from the Emperor, Porhaps that secrecy 
is the beginning of his own rebellion 
agsand! his masher—ehich voll end wath 
the Emporor’s daath on the second Goath 
Star. The reminder of what Vader lost, 
men he maree eel, begine to bring hirn 
back to the light side of the Force. 


WHAT THEY SAID: 


“There are a lot of ordinary people in the 
story—Aebels, Imperials, bounty hunters, 
pessants, miners, noblemen—whase 
ives all get touched or destroyed as a 
by-product of Vader's chsessive search 
lor Luke. That's ere af the great things 
when you hawe.a Largersthenlifa heavy 
like Vader: You cam safely assume that 
everybody's aware of him and thal he 
shapes events, sometimes ewen to his 
own harm, by his very eaistence.” —Darko 
Macan, writer, Vader's Quest, Star Wars 
Insider #42, March 1999 


ESSENTIAL TRIVIA: 


When being tortured to reweal Luke's 
identity, the prisoner first tries to be 
evasive, saying the pilot's name is 
something like “Siunblarer” ar 
“Starkiller.” Starkillar was Luke's 
name in an early draét of the script 
lor whal became Shar vers: 

Episode lv A New Hoo, 

and was later the name 

ol Vader's geerel 

apprentice in the 

Force Unfesshed 

Veapames and 

comic books. 
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BRAND NEW, 
NEVER-BEFORE-SEEN! 


1 Exclusive Interviews with 


Steven Yuen and Lauren 
Cohan! 


‘Gh Latest revelations from the 


comic team 


“= Full set access, news & 


behind-the-scenes features 


'“E 441 800-999-8716 












"MISSED NY ISSUE? 
: COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION TODAY! 





ORDERINGIINGG: 
aR St 
CALUL 


c UK: 
| FIREIAUZINZ. + 14810 
ms Canales afte el 


Stor Ware F002 erie Lid Te A Bight, Pateraed Dood engias cothorication 
Bieta hector be FR AS cots ed STA) ee el eet he i prepeety ol Lita Lo 


i 





THE LATEST PREVIEWS, FAN ACTIVITY, AND MORE! 







\ | 
~~" 4 ag EME oa 
| : 1-1=10)0) oe 


oi i ANGRYBIRDSSTAR 
GAMETOBOOK! 


82? INCOMING 

THE LATEST SH? Wars 
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78COMICS © 94BOUNTY SS 
Thee Evraks jain the fight, e HI | N’ rE PS ‘ 
Ds ea ae Meet the stars, show the o 
cha ce std beak Ag evidence, win the bounty! 
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“THERE'S NOTHING LIKE A GOOD BLASTER AT YOUR SIDE, KID.” 
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Star Wars: Kenobi Explores a New Era fora 
Classic Hero 




















ul now is anew standalone Star Wars novel 
| simply titled Kenobe. Sei shortly after Obi-Wan's 
) sell-imposed exile ta Tatooine at ihe ond of 
me fevenge of tee Sich, the book is the first to 
explore (hit key ares of Sdar Wore history—and the first 
to dive so deoply into what makes Obi-Wan tick, 
“Luke is still a baby, and the issue of keeping him sale is 
Kenabis key toncern,” explaing wriler John Jackaan 
Miller, whose well-regarded Star Wars steries have 
included the novel Anight Errant, the Lost Tribe of tbe Site 
Hollection, aid the comics series Maighis af the Old 
Republic. “The problem is that Obi-Wan has traditionally 
had the freedom fo correct injustices where he finds 
them. But he cant go around doing that if he wants bo 
protect his identity and Luke at the same time. So he 
lates 4 Serious conundrum: Can he give up being Obi- 
Wan and commit himsell to being Ben?” 

In Kenedy, tough times on Tatooine get even tougher 
when lendions et¢alale belween more Larrers 
and a iribe of fierce Sand People. Obi-Wan can't simply 
look the other vay, but joining the feght may put the 
late of the qalacy al risk. Explains Miller, “All my work, 
including Knights of ite Qo Aepudlic, Hoight Erramt, and 
even Lost Tribe of the Sih, has dealt with a key issue: 
Whal does a mean to be a Jedi alone, withoud the support 
and imprimatur of the Jedi Grder? Can you still make a 
difference? For Obi-Wan, sll his friends are gone and his 
hes iriend is dead—=or oo he beliewes—by his own hand, 
Throughout the nowel, we see him beginning to work 
oul whathe should de. He has fo eplit the difference, 
remaining true to himsel! while pretending ta bo someon 
else.” 

This i5 alransitienal pericd far Obi-Wan, one where 
he sheds the holdovers from his Jedl Temple uptringing 
bo become the “orazy old wizard” familiar to Tabooine’s 
locals in Episode VA Wow Hope, This Weansition i also 
marked by a change inactors as Ewan McGregor gives 
way to Alec Guinness. Miller found himsell balancing both 
woites. bul emphasizing MeGregors younger parirayal, 
“Betinitely Ewan, as we're closer in the timeframe to his 
performance,” he says. Kenobi even says Speciality 
Ihe way Ewan 006 al one point, Bul (here are echoes 
of Guinness, which | think McGregor put into his own 
performance.” 

The road from Obi-Wan to Bon will bo along one, and 
Hemobr is only the first leg of the character's journey. “He' il 
fewer be delached dram the past and his mmission.” says 
Miller. “He's playing a erg Long game. The trick for him is 
bo spend that time without tearing himself up of revealing 
hig irue identity by accident, Tatooine is his mew Porn, aad 
he's leaming the skills that will make Life livable. But the 
people here might need him just.a5 much as the folks on 
ihe resi al the galaxy,” 


LEIA WALKS THE EDGE 


Princess Leia Takes the Spotlight in Empire and 
Rebellion: Razor's Edge 


hree all-new Star Ware novels are seheduled for releate under 
the name Empire and Rebellion, The first, Raror’s Falge, hits 
stores in late September, and this time it's Princess Leia who's 
slepping inte lhe earring Pole, 
faror’s Eoge, written by Martha Wells, is set alter ihe destruction 
of the forst Geath Star. Tomes are desperate for ihe Aebel Alliance as 
Pringess Leia leads 2 delegation la meqatiate a deal far badly needed 
supplies. But an encounter with piraies loads ta a shocking discover— 
refugees from Leta's destroyed homeworld of Alderaan have turned to 
piracy in order la survive, Leia mit! balance har quill with her Layally 
bo thee rebellion, ewen as the Empire closes in for the kill. 
The Empire and Rebeliion series will continue with an upcoming 
hevel focusing on Han Sale [written by James 5.4. Corey] and one 
starring Luke Skywalker |written by Kevin Hearne). 








ANGRY BOOKS 


Angry Birds Star Wars Makes the 
Jump into Print 


ngvy Sires Star Wars book the wildly popular 

mobile game into the galany far, far aeray with 

hilariows and agdicive results, On Seplember 17, 

the franchise moves into bookstores [again] with 
National Geographic Angry Gird's Star Wars: The Scrence 
Behind tf Saga—a book thal aims to give kids some 
scbence with their science fiction. 

“We hope readers will see ihat scbence ficlion can 
lead to pare pretty arrageng real scienee,” axplaing 
writer 4umy Griggs. The combination of the Angry dirds 
Ster Wars 4498 with Mational Geographic's expertise 
shows readers he invention, exploration, and adventure 
go hand in hand. in the Angry &irds Star Wars universe 
{he spaceships, droids, pear, and technology are all da 
much tun, and we-wanted to take that fun and spin it imbe 
fascination with owr own uniwerse* 

The book, whieh fealures 4 lereword by degry Birds 
ereator Pebor vesterbacka, follows the Angry Girds 
Star Wars characters as they explore ihe discovery of 
Ihe Tatoeine-like planet Kepler 14b, understand howa 
hovercraft works and how it resembles a landspeeder, 
and learn how clowe we are io creating o real-life 
lightsaber, “The book lakes aweapon like rebel bird 
Ham Soto's laser blasber and explores if handheld laser 
weapond ace feally podeible in our world,” days Briggs. 
“We daplore hea ihe ley moors al Saturn and Jupiber 
could be like the icy world of Hoth.” 

This marl the first lene that Malional Geegraphic and 
ther dungry Binés hawe joined lorees. Wathoal Geographic 
dpgry Bids Space used the birds to explore space and basac 
asireroriy, and Matioan Geapraevs aagry Binds fealured 
SO real-life “angry birds” including turkeys, owls, and 
cassowanes. When we heard about the mash-up of the 
Star Wars and Jeeey Birds universes, fl seemed a fa-brainer 
to bring Mabional Geographic's ‘special science sauce to the 
party. says Briggs. We created a book that uses the fun 
and adventure af the gare te imMroduce the amazing science 
going en right mow im our galaxy mear, mearkyy.” 
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Fuzzy Fighters Show Their Fierce Side in Ewoks: Shadows of Ender 


Lder Star Wars hams 

have always had a love! 

hale celationship wih 

the Ewoks. Some lowe 
their heart and humor, evhile 
athers deer them tao “bedady 
bear” for their taste. But critics. 
often overlook the fact that the 
Ewes are oo feracigue that thay 
were willing to cook aod cat Han 
Selo, The Ewok warrior sociely 
has Geom fleshed aut ihraugh TY 
movies and a 1980s animated 
Seres—and in ihe new comic 
Ewaoks: Shaders of Endor writer! 
artist Zack Giallongo tells an 
Ewok @lery thal he's aleyay 
wanted fa read. 

“For every camment about the 
Ewes being cule dnd useless, 
there are 50 more about how 
great they are and how much 
the tans have mised then” 
he says. | suppose they are 
cule, but thes 13 juxtaposed 
with thie fact Chat they eiald 
Pony weapons, wear craggy 
Skulls, and have ao qualms 
about ingesting ather sentient 
(deforms. Persomally, | think 
Ewoks are hardcore warriors!” 

4 surprising path brought 
Giallongo and Dark Horse Comics 








leget her, A lifelong Star Wars Lan, 
Gialtongo illustrated a Line-up ot 
mare than a dozen Bwok characters and 
posted the piece on Tumblr, Dark Horse 
took notice, and following a meeting at 

San Diego Comic-Con, Giallange rectened 
ihe green Light ta move ahead will Fwoks: 
Shuows of Endo. 

Cas llon ge has slaves. viewed the Epodes 
aninated Strikes ak a core part of Ewok 
mythology, and hes Tumblr line-up included 
such seeni-obseure animated slars as 
Ladara and Printess Kmeesa. “There were 
three elements to the cartoon that sadly 
aver erasced aver lala any of the alher 
portrayals: Princess Kneesa, Latara, 
and ihe Ewoks’ enemies, the Duloks,” he 
explains. “Kreesa and Latara in partiqular 
were vilal. They were courageous and 


Clever female characters that anyone could 
adroire, not just litle girls, Star Wars ip 
pretty male-dominated, and | wanted to 
give [Rem some of the spedlight.” dad in dhe 
Duloks, Giallonge saw a group of fantastic 
foils dor the inhabitants of dhe Forest 


Moon, “Ewoks represent lowe, legally, 
and bravery,” he says. “Ouloks represent 
eweryihing cise” 

The a5 iiea] on-sereem Ewoks, a6 seen 
in Rote of fhe tel, were brought ta ide by 
little people and children wearing full-body 
setliates, Pesulling iF a limiled range ol 
expressiveness. Glallomge wanted his cast 
af characters. bo show some real character, 
andhe employed artistic exaggeration 
and personality quirks to highlight their 


differences. “The Ewoks all 
hawe their own costumes, but 
lales tried to play with head 
shapes and noses, lips, and 
teeth to make them all look 
ditherent,” he says. “Working in 
amore animated, exaggerated 
style allowed me to do that. | 
dant think they would hawe 
worked as well if they were 
dravwn Sfrictly ina phoba- 
realistic manna, 

“Whiked making Chiel Chirpa 
this apaplectic guy wilh a 
temper, aned giving Logray a 
very Gandalfl-esque sensibility. 
Ard ike how rebelliqirs 
Knieesa, Latara, and Wicket are, 
whale Teebo's jus! trying to walk 
the straight and marge, But 
really, | loved writing Paploo. 
This is the Ewok wha hajacked 
the speeder bike in Retues of 
fhe Jed and | tried to play wp 
thal part of his personality 
He's a guick thinker, Gut he 
doesn't always bring his ideas 
Lo their legit canelursions 
before acting.~ 

Stor Wars fans who are 
Lerciliar wah thee Expanded 
Universe will dind a wealth of 
continuity nods in Giallonga's. 
comics dale, which is seb prior te 
Retant of the ted as the Empire 
comsbructs 6 shield generator to profect 
the second Death Star, “lave that kind of 
continuity stuff,” he says. “l liked taking 
my fae ideas and then comparing them 
feather sources to soe hw it wold fle, 
inthis story, we get io see the ridge and 
funnel hee Wicked and Paplod lead the 
rebels through to get te the bunker in 
Actura of tbe Jeol” 

Gaallonge is hoging tans enjoy Unis ical 
fo Endor, which marks a return to the fun, 
se ashbuckling adventure of the Classic 
Trilegy. “U think fans will be excited te 
see these old faces again,” he saps. 
“There is considerable danger, and it 
possible that not everyone in the story 
gels out alive!” 





CLASSIC-ERA 
COLLECTION 


The First Volume of the All-New Star 
Wars Series is Here 


lhe new Sar Wars series by writer Brian Woad 
(G62) is set ater the des flan of the tirst Death 
Siar and features alll the big siars of the Classic 
Trilogy. Star Wears Molume fy da the Shadow of Kayan 
collects issues #14 of the series—plus the Free Comic 
Book Day 2013 issue— in a 152-page trade paperback. 
Princess Leia, suspecting a apy armang the ranks of the 
Rebels, forms a secret X-wing squadron that includes 
Luke Skywalker ameng is members, while Han Solo and 
Chewbacca are sent on a cove fh, Featuring art by 
Carlos O'Anda, Ryan Odagawa, and Gabe Eltach and a 
cover by flex Foss, the collection is available starting 
Soplember 1B. 


ip Be. : sis = 4 
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q Cover art: Blew Anas Inter ker art: Carlos Ganda 
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MEGA KNIGHTS 


Get Introduced to Knights of the 
Old Republic in the Newest Star 
Wars Omnibus 


he Kaigits of the Qld Repubiic comics tell 
tha story of Padawan Zayne Carrick, a 
| fugitive framed for the murder of his 
: hellaw Jedi-in-iraining. The series—set 

nearly 4,000 years before the Star Wars movies— 
now makes the jump to the hefty Omnibus 
harral with the publication of Star Wars 
Onmailbus: Knights of the Old Repubiic volume 1. 
This 424-page trade paperback collects issues 
A0-18 of the ariginal saries, in which fayrne's. 
Jedi Masters set out to silence Zayne before he 
can nevesd their roles in the Padawan Massacre. 
Written by John Jackson Miller with art by Brian 
Ching, Travel Foreman, Harvey Tolibas, and 
Dustin Weaver and a cover by Travis Charest, the 
collection is available beginning September 10. 





§ INCOMING 


THE LATEST STAR WARS GEAR YOU'LL WANT TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION! WORDS: JAMES BURNS 
he 



























EWOK VILLAGE—SET #1023 
What better way bo celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of Retucn of tbe Jed) than wiih the LEGO Star Wwers 
Ewaok Village? This lantaciic now sof=the Largas4 
ever LEGO Star Wars set to dabe—is packed with 
Goo) functions, inélidiag (he ireee-lruak hideous, 
secret Lightsabor stash, spider web, met traps, 
slide, catapults, and even an elevating throne 

fer C-J FO, fou can use the savinging logs ta 

take out the scout trooper’s speader bike and 
recreate other classic scenes from the film, toa, 

This se4 includes minihigures of R2-B2, Luke 
Skywalker, Princess Leia, Han Solo, Chewbacca, 
C-3PO, ? Rebel Seldiers, 5 Beoks lineluding 
Wicket, Toobs, Chie! Chirpa, and Lagrayl, 

2 Scout Troopers, and 2 Stormtroopers. 

This se4 comprises of 1,790 pieces and the 
linished model moasures ower 12° high, 21° wide 
and 13° deep. 

Available: Sopdember 
Price; $249,99 
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LEGO STAR WARS ADVENT CALENDAR 2013— 
SET #75023 

This ig the third consecutive yoar that LEGO has released 

a Star Wars themed advent calendar. This year sees 12 ships 
and ¥ minifiqures [including Oroids) waiting to be revealed 
The sot features Jange Fett for only the second limo since his 
first release as a LEGO minifigure in 2002 (the firs? being earlier 
this year in the Corporate Alliance Tank Set #75015) although 
this version has a distinct holiday theme so you may want bo 
pick up both! This set should make Gecember fun for children 
And collectors alike, 

Available: September 

Price: $39.99 [features 755 pieces) 
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There's ha Gelber way to 
express your love of Star 
Wars Uhan by wearing your 
lavarte charachers on 

Four ches’, The qocd Palk 

at WeLoveFine.com have 
something for ewerybody 
witha galacy-wide selection 
al T-shirls thal has be hae 
something to catch your 
eye. Here are four of our 
laworiles al Ee memant! 
Forst, here's a couple that 
feature different takes 

on imaginary Star Wars 
cereals—* Darth Vader's 
Hooooooo Ss” and Max 
Rebos" both with “real” 
marshirnallows. 
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Teo hers 
are a Japanese- 
influenced Han 
& Chewie, aleng 
with a Mam 
Bebo “RAythm 
and Blue.~ 
Available: How 
Price: $25 each 
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HER UNIVE 


Her Universe, the fashion line 
started by Ashley Eckstein, the voice 
of Absoka in Stor Were: The Clone 
Wars, offers mew ranges of Star Wars 
Apparel for women determined te be 
the best-dressed fans! 


R2-D2 A-LINE DRESS 
Everyone lowes A2-D2, so 
everyone will lowe this adorable 
A-ling dress. This is thee droid 
you're looking for ard will 
defintely be a conversation- 
starter wherewer you go! 
Available; 03 2013 

Prices: $65 
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SNOW-BUNNY PADME 

Available for pre-order new, Gentle Giant 
is proud to present a new statue featuring 
afresh interpretation of snew-bunny 
Padmé Amidala; ina realistle style 
inspired By animation, thas new state 

is sleek, sexy, and unique. 

Genile Giant has created two previous 
versions of Padma bn this outfit, both et 
which wore diMicull 1 obtain and remain 
high on many collectors’ wants lists. The 
Padme Amidala maquette, from the Clone 
Wars mitre sorlas croated by Gennady 
Tartakovaky, was first released in 20d 
wiih a limited run of just 1,000 pieces and 
costing only S80. ft now commands six or 
seven times its original price! In 2010, 
Gentle Giant released a holiday edition 
of Pademe in ber snow-bunny outfit as 
amini-bust, holding same mistleboo, but 
this Was available only ta Premier Guild 
members and had an edition sire 
of 800 pieces. 

The new statue was inspired by Adam 
Hughes “Smow-bunny Padmé” artwark 
whieh, in turn, wae inepired bi the 
Micro series. 

Digitally sculpted by the master 
artisans at Gontle Glant, and hand- 
Painted, each statue comes numbered, 
and with a matching certificate 
ef authenticity. 

Available: G2 2014 
Price: $249 
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WMMMMMME EY FANTASY FLIGHT GAMES CLLLLELLES Sp si 








STAR WARS: EDGE OF THE EMPIRE - BEYOND THE RiM 

Fantasy Flight Games beeps the products and accessories coming for the widely successful Star Wars: 
Edge of ite Empire Roleplaying Game=this time with the game’s first full-length adventure: deyord the 
fen, The Edge of ihe Empire adventures enable you to participate in grim and gritiy adventures during 
which morality is questionable and nofhing i certain. You can ply your trade a5 a smuggler in the Outer 
Aim, collect bounties on the scum that live in the shadows of Coruscant, evade imperial forces, broker 
deals with criminal overlords, discover fargoiten Legends, ar lorge your awn adventures—it's up to you! 
You and your (riends will journey to the true edge of the Empire, the fringes of Wild Space, There, 
you'll explore the dense jungles of Cholganna and come face to face with the deadly nexu, first seen 
by fans in the arena on Geonosis im Star Wars: Episode il Aidtack of the Clones. 

Can your handful of intrepid oxplerors, scrappy amugglers, and cunning academics salve a 
decades-old mystery set in the farihes! megions of the Sar Wars galazy and find qui whal really 
happened to the Sa Nalaor? When new rumors add credence to old smugglers’ tales of 3 long-lost 
Separatist treasure ship, it’s time to dire wp your hyperdrive for adventure! Beyond bbe Aim invites you 
and your frionds to ambark upon a tantastle journey to the farthest regions of the Star Wars galaxy! 
Available: 03 2017 
Price: 527.75 
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“ALMOST-ANN 
WEDDING EDITION 


| 








ts that lime again, fans of Star Mars ramance. Time for the 
not-quite-but-almast-annual Gantha Tracks Wedding Edition. 
This year, Star Wars music, lightsabers, Chewbacca roars, 
Celebrations, and even the international Star Wars day made 
these very important events even more special, We at Bantha Tracks 
wish these couples many, many happy years together, and 4 galaxy 
of memories to share with others. 
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Preean DAreirea says thad her weekend 
al Star Wars Celebration Vi in Orlaede 
aLintiod ot busy, tel a6 expected. 

“Bul Friday marming wid quila ihe gerpriged 
My boylrionad, Chr Lew, Srepaded in front 
ed the Rebel Legian photo Friday morning,” 
ghe recalls, “Inslead ol BS rang he presented 
me with tee necklace trom Lapponia that 

is ewacily lie [he one Carrie Fisher wore 

ie 197 

Leah and Chris chose May 26 dor their 
wedding day, because i's the day it all 
shirted 20 many years apa. 

While we will nat ba hanwing a Star 
Wariethemed eedding, we araniad our lives 
fogelhar bo elart an Che dame cate aa the 
Phensmenon that brought us lagelber 
says Daindres, 

Chewbacca is the couple's good friend 
Malt Paingsten, who introduced them six 
years before their engagement. Plingsten put 
fogelher a group of cosbumers representing 
characters in Star Wars: 4 Wer Hope, including 
canting DAndrea a Lola and Lee as Luke. 
os by ty Sunes ned Afar Taiesa. 






tT. Im a big Star Wars fan and hawt beem dreaming 
ARGUE This plelure lor pears haw,” Wriles David 

Caccictli of Oniaria, Canada, raterring to this 
groamamen'é pholegraph laken &! hid wedding, 
bhen ected Later by Cacciolti, 


another best buddy registered great reactions 9s 
they ras through the saw trom dhe imagined imperial 
aliack, Congratulations ard best wishes far many 

| benrer-tree years of marriage, David! 

| 

~ Alex Hewaed al the UK. Sie Garrigan marred 

Claire Good in July, and invited teller members 

af the Garrigen fo atiend in caggume, Mathang saps, 
“Bageily ever alter” like & slarmiraaper blaster! 
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“Moy wife, Kary, and 0 just celebrobed ban wonderhel years. of 

marriage, ‘vwribes. Keath (i. Woes, “Enoaing how hupe of an 
Indiana Jones tan lam femme oo! Doom is ey laworibel, omy wife 
had this amazing "Ch led Hankey Brains calee made tor me secretly. 
and completely su ligbects me and cur qeests.at our wedding! 

“TES tire Indl oes was shown a libLe more Geve iin Star Wars 
. | Reuined this ea perhect linet te send these piclures ta 
Tracks. 
ig ike ladled Sreat, dnl don't weery, Hobo; lainlad al ibe 
Foca I’ concluded wou “The “5 Surpriae dial go over ao 
al, Hhough,,..’ 
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Sfar Mars is such an 
importan’ part ol our lives, 
So was Clear from ihe very 
beginning that we would necd 
La inde’ paraie 1 inld ihe 
wedding,” wrile Chris Wyman, of 
his marriage fo hie aife, Courtney. 
The couple inluaed their 


wane wah Shar Bors music. 










fas Lei trom A Pe 
and Fant Sale and thet 
ery 
Their three ike Pepresoenled 
three seenes from the moves, 
“The fire! and largest wars 
















Loke at his Ree an Tatonene Clones, which represemis aur joining logelher as 
freon 4 Aiew Aiepe, which was important io me since oni. Whi 1 fod haw been to Lake Coma, 
Ive actually been be Tunisia where bose somes lial, 4, 2 ear on Go acbedele 
were shod,” says Wyman. “The middle part is the Wyemien's ring & black in color io represent Cart 

"I Endor forest where Lela dirs? mecis Wicket which Vader, and is made oul of carmenite. find ihe wedding 
represemied Ae forn af the Jedi, the lirst Star Wars party were all armed with FX lightsaber, lng the 

E fim that Courbney ever suey and alsa Ube only &iming entrance as the couple walked evita the receptoan hall 

Leealion thal she’s bees be de ler. The top par is Wyman |s an administrator en Rebelsoum.com and 





 Snbkin dnd Pade gatling marriad [ram Adtck af tw co-lowrder of the Star Wars: Grand Florida Alliance. 
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tT frucunion oo fhe Force! Ceyes and ker were 
manreed near istanbul, Turkey, on Siar Wars Day, 
Klay the 2h. 

ey picked (his ate on purpese for their Star 
dey,” writes Abe Coton, who sent an 

am fof oF ea wadding inMENliOn aed Che 
graphs, The iivealion rica, Pinay to Teel 
the Force?" My the 24th and the Foree, be wath pou, 
Leyoo and Wkert 














Jee aad Mary Done ware marriad wath what Jee calle a “Su Mees Mare.” 


“Sihe'e et ak huge fin like | ars, Bue dhe like @, dered loves how “eutely devoted 
Jam. he wriles, This is why | ioe her se much! 

The reuple gees out mint lightsaber tavore 24 the recepleon, and ected subile 
touches like G10 lighters and sther Star Mars relerences eced arttulty on ihe cake, 
ard Jon wore Millenseare Pastor oul tleniog. 

Of course whem it came do cutting thee cake | had fo bust out wilh) Eber bigihicater !” 
concludes Jon 





Bride and groom Sarah Mrecnsk! aed Ryan Gallagher of Green Bay, Wisconsin, 
with members af fhe Mist in aibendance at their Siar Wars wedding. 
“This weddiiney dabe was also special as ii eas the 1th aniversary of my oem wed 
dieg.” writes Erlana Petersen, wee submitted ihe photographs. She and her husband 
Adam teak part a6 csibumed Star Wars characlers. We chose be celebrate 
Q by sanding Uhis wanderful couple inle (air new Lite wath galactic Maral 
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ich planned a very cial prepoaal for hie girllriend—noew fancé—ak S , 
Celebrates Win Grlanda, e luture Grete and gras are members. of fhe sist Legion, 
Bran Impenal proposal was in order! 


Any original art, envelope 
art, comics, Mllustrations, 
Aiears, shores, meeting 
indarreatian, ar any 
miaber iis veluntarily 
ale ited bacemé ihe 
property of Sarthe Teese 
Na compensation wall bo 
geen for weluntary 
subenissig¢ns, and (bere 
ig.no guarantee of 
publication. Submisssons 
fo Manta Trecks will not 
ee returned. 


Each submission must 
include ihe creator's mame, 
age, contact details, date 
the work was crealed, anda 
Shad omennt (hal ihe werk & 
eriginal, aed croaked by tha 
Berson subenitting a, 


Sond @lachranic files to 


or send pour snaal 
rnail in 























Ben Leung ard Joao Manka wore macried in a Star Wars-thomed wedding in Sl 
Gregery's Charch Chetienham, in Glewestershire, U.K. Alber Being pronounced husbaed 





aed wile, hey walked back down tee aiste bo the Faroese Room music trom bee closing scene 
od i Mew Hope, 

“hea at the bottom, I turned back and did my Chewbacca rear,” writes Leung. 

Ab the recegdion all ihe tables were named atter Star lars planeds. with the bride and 
grace silting 24 planet" Nate, Leung sported Star Wars colflicks, 

‘The graced fieabe waa when ihe cake canes oul with bee of my figures on lop, Han Sole 
and Princess Leia,” recalls Leung. “The cake eas then cué wilh my replica Luke Skywalker 
lightsaber, while the G0 played the Star Wore diesen there, Wood a deem coe bron to bose 












My wedding on lhe gremlesl movies ever” 


ANOTHER W 


& ery Lowe life pretty muck sucks 
right naw, ifs wih caviion that 
| enlar ints an editorial for the 
Allioet= enuiol Wedding Edition. 
| lowe putting fogether the Wedding Editions, 
don’t gel me wrong, IE's fun be reed about 
hoe couples ince rporale Star Wars inte their 
big days, whether in small, subthe ways. or 
wery bag and spectacular ways, The creativity 
and ienaeinadion ef Star Ware Tans is greae 
On amy day, ut traning it info these huge 
life events is ever mare ingparinsg, Light-up 
lightsaber wedding fawara? Princess Laia’s 
ANew Hope necklace insbead of a rineg tor 
the proposal? Chaited Monkey Grains coke? 
Brilliant! AL ea ig. 
(Gores bo thei of if, 0 really relate bo 
the picture that Gawd Caccio4i shopped of 
his qrdamamen runeing frees Lider blag 
and explosiners. 





EDDING EDITI 


But seriously, fam wiry happy for al iba 
ocples. in this edition and wish them many 
more happy years fo come, 


the qgalaoy far, far aera, Hew would | wribe 









Na Jedi mind tricks. 
No Jedi who kiss their sisters, 
lacteally really like sand, 
Wou deel need ta aay, “1 knew,” 
lalneady know. 

at @ All Trandavhens welcome, 
Single, candy female beaking lar aie ln, 
weeny eral. 
Enjoys ridieg banthas and vacationing in 
Femete araas of the Qubnr Rim. 
Craving adwenture and excitemend is fine 
by ime, 
Pirates OK, Most bave ewe ship acd it 
should be a fast ship. | reserve the right 
fn beapecd pour carga held, 
Furry £o-pilat friends OF, if dherg bathe. 
Chatty droid companions welcome, 
especially id they can cum the vequum and 
lend baw. 
Fast speeder bikes are 2 bonus. 


Lot's say | were to ga on a dating site in 


How's that? Let's spe If bhad gets ws any- 
where! Stay tuned, Star Wars romantice 


Get in Tracks! 








MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 
EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! 47ar 
|_  Walts INSIDER'S BOUNTY HUNTERS 
4 a SECTION IS 
-——* SPONSORED 


BY KOTOBUKIYA. 

EACH ISSUE'S WINNER — 

WILL RECEIVE THIS FAMTASTIC 

{oc KOTOBUKIYA STAR WARS STATUE KT 


JJ. LS 

Baek in May. 

Mexlto City to 
Mteak a 





Star Trak movie ¢ 


i att a 
filen CMP perbosrg aA ended the premiere fro fo 


then pointed 

limmediatety 

¥ wag “Sia 

4nded me the oi 8 S000nd arid then 
ba Paleo] ., L. 

%, by email Pperboard back, | caw thar 







aa 3 Or Fears wy 
: arted writing SOfTe thin th 
red written “Spa, 












TEAM 
SKY WALKER! 
>) The phofsolimy brother and 
 teeith Mark Hamill was taken 
at Celebration Vi. itwas one day 
( belare George Lucas visited 

Orlands and met with Mark Hamill 
and Carrie Fisher to tell them his 
plans to sell Lucasfilm to Disney 
and thal there will be mare Star 
Miers filrms!—Hike Gagliardi, 
by email 






GAH YOU GO ONE BETTER? 


(0 FOU KAO HATALIE 
{=e j PORTMAN? ARE YOU FRIENDS 
Joes linens WITH FRARK O27 MABE YOUVE 
ARM WRESTLED ASRADS BEST? 
WE WAMT 10 SEE! SEND PHOTOS 
7 OF TOUE ERCOUNTERS WITH 
THE STRESS OF Sra? WS TD: 
= SOOTY HOT Se WS 
HERE Wh THE COATAET 
: uW | les DETAILS OM PAGE &. OR EMAIL 
My dad, sister, little brathe US AT STARWARSINSIDEREE 
iad lt mel Carrié Fisher and lar TITAMEMAILOOM 
McDiarmed at ihe Calgary Comic 


iainment Expo! Here es our 





a En 
photo we took with fhem!—lJaeden 


Sei red L Fr, Carmad: 
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FICQUARE, ive dai ie VE 
2ALF Hea aternan CMT gt Rat y 
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SPLINTER OF THE Aled iow. (ail shink its an amazing palniilbgerasllfcscHneeds 
MIND "S EVE the excitement af the final Death Star trench rungin the 705, posters 


Splinter of the Minos Eye filled me with excitement 
back in the 1770s.) stared at Ralph's cover painting | — 
far so long day-dreaming about what wanders we F 
_ might sec inthe Star Wars sequel noweL. | love the 
feeling of mystery and excitement it conjures up. 
Fer me, this painting epitomizes ihe mament it 
became apparent that Star Mors would be with ws 


Ralph's 


take on Woda is wonderful; he's a little smaller and tougher looking than 


he finiehed up in the film. Ralph said he'd imagined him a a litle studious, 
lea-drinking chap!” | like how wien his wershan of Dageban is. too: full of little 


spotbed 


yogurt plants and creepy roots. To mc, Ralph was am artistic Yoda of 


Ssorts—full of 4 magical wit and wisdom—sal have aida Soft spot for 
this plece, _ 


Le 


4 ‘L 
ual: 


“he << } LUKE AND VADER ON ENDOR 


we aleays thought that there is 
something sublly ominous and 
lorebeding about this image, Theres 
a quality to Ralph's composition 
Uhal suggesls bath characters are 
Wary aware they re about to reach 

a significant turning point. Ralph's 
ability ie imbue 6 painling wilh peal 
atmosphere while keeping things 
deceplively simple mever fails to 
AMaee frie, 


‘& CORUSCANT 


[love how this painting really puts across 
that Caruscant was an ancient place 

with along and colortul history. All 
Ralph's Coruscant designs have such 

a magriheent Gathic salender le them, 
They have a real-world, varied, Lived«in 
quality despite the grand elegance of their 
archetecture, Hid concepls dellered 4 great 
deal from ihe predominantly Art Deco 
look (hat eeohred iin the prequel era. 


EXPANDED 


fee rare Aalph Meduarrie eketchen 


cemplebed by Paul, siariing rel bsue! 
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THE SAGA CONTINUES... 


NEXT ISSUE 





: EXCLUSIVE! 

George Lucas and Alan 

Dean Foster discuss 
Splinter of the Mind's Eye! 





se > 
REBEL HEART! 
An all-new story starring 
Princess Leia! 


| | 





ee 
30 YEARS AFTER HIS ne fat E ASK : 
DARTH meen GAMEON 
vcriM OR VILLAIN? <A 





Subscribe today at www.titanmagazines.com U.S. 446-205-0034 U.K. 0844 32? 1280 
U.S. NEWSSTANDS: OCT 22 U.K. NEWSAGENTS: OCT 31 


DIGITAL 


COMICS NOW AVAILABLI 


SAMSUNG 
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Over 500 Star Wars comics 
and graphic novels available for download! 


Digital.DarkHorse.com 


a 
Available on! Kindle, Nook, and Kobo. ay Uns 
pear erirethon, Bact ond Unesco for Ga Ware, Lego, ard Doraiof cha Joc au fing 
j wt © te ge! “nc Sah han EAE pastheaps ay om eer hee gee obese Geet Keer Serra, bee. reepieeed im egies eure) 
r = caegeres ond pogsdries All tgtts eoereed Lee 


SINR 
WARS YOU'RE GONNA NEED A BIGGER SHELF. 
THE BLACK SERIES 
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Introducing 
Hasbro's first ever 
6-lnech Star War 
figure collection. 







Scutfs, dims, 
blemishes. incredibly 






small dotails are 
captured as if each 
character just 








Walked off set. 








Designed fram 
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film reference to 





ensure critical 
datails are 
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present. 
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High articulation 














enables realistic [ae 
J 
re-creation of each q 
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character's mast 
quintessential 
scenes. 
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